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I have spoken before in this House on
the comments made by the Director
General of the International Food Or-
ganisation, Sir John Boyd Orr, wherein
he has stated, after perusing many more
figures and facts than any of us can pos-
Sibly hope to see, that the world is enter-
ing into a most difficult food supply posi-
tion. We know from figures recently
quoted that actually the nutritional
standards of the Asiatic peoples have
fallen, I think, some 6 per cent. since before
the recent war. In the past when food
supplies became difficult the traditional
remedy was to open up new food-produc-
ing areas throughout the world. How-
ever, there are now no new food-producing
areas to open up, and the only remedy to
feed an ever-increasing world population
properly is to make better use of existing
areas which are already being farmed.

In Western Australia we have the same
responsibilities as other people in the rest
of the world and, if we do not take heed
of the problem I have been discussing here
tonight—the extension of salt encroach-
ment, particularly in our wheat areas—
then we shall not be living up to our re-
sponsibility. Actually what has happened
over the years has been that some of the
best agricultural land in Western Australia
has been lost due to salt encroachment, I
hope that even before the report is available
from this officer from the Eastern States,
the Government will realise the serious-
ness of the position and at least start some
preliminary work, because I feel that if
this officer has the experience he is re-
ported to have, his report will be extremely
alarming. From the individual producer’s
point of view it is a serious matter and
it is therefore necessary to take some
action to safeguard our own economy.
The wider aspect of deing our duty and
the feeding of expanding world population
is one that we must not lose sight of, and
it is the practical way in which we can
do our share towards mainiaining food
supplies in the world.

On motion by Mr. Hoar, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned af 10.9 p.m.

[COUNCIL.}

Tegislatite Coameil.
Wednesday, 6th September, 1950.

CONTENTS.
Page
Questlon : Fremantle Harbour congestion, as

to diverslon of shipping te Albany ... 573

Motions : Health Aet, to disallow biograph
box regulations 572

Soil Conservation Act, to disallow cleanng
regulation o 578
Address-in-reply, eleventh day 578

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR CONGESTION.
As to Diversion of Shipping to Albany.

Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the Min-
ister for Transport:

(1) In view of the shipping congestion
at the Port of Fremantle, will the Govern-
ment discuss with ship owners a proposal
that ships be diverted to Albany unload-
ing direct into rail trucks at the whart,
thus enabling a quicker delivery of goods?

(2) If this proposal were agreed to, would
the Governmenft make a special port-to-
port rail freight available?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The matter of diverting ships now
calling at PFremantle for the purpose of
relieving a congestion at that port has
been discussed with ship owners. The pos-
sible use of Albany and its available facili-
ties has been considered together with
other outports. From the ship owners’
point of view the difficulties of diverting
Fremantle ships to outports including
Albany, are unsurmountable.

(2) Uniform rates apply over the whole
of the Government railway system.

MOTION—HEALTH ACT.
To DPisallow Biograph Box Regulations.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral) [4.35]: T move—

That the whole of new Part III of
the Public Building Regulations, made
pursuant to Section 178 of the Health
Act, 1911-1948, as published in the
“Government Gazette” of the 23rd
September, 1949, and laid on the Table
of the House on the 29th September,
1949, be and are hereby disallowed.

I would point out that these regulations
are not on the Table of the House at pre-
sent. They were laid on the Table ont the
evening before the House adjourned last
session, so it is quite feasible that mem-
bers will not have had an opportunity of
knowing exactly what they contain. Most
of the regulations deal with structural
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alterations of buildings that are usually
devoted to the purpose of displaying ani-
mated pictures. They are displacing regu-
lations that seem to me to have served a
very useful purpose and in my opinion
should be allowed to continue to serve
that purpose.

Under the old regulations provision was
made that alteration need not be effected
to buildings in existence but should apply
to new structures. It is true that since
those regulations were introduced in 1933
there have not been very many picture
houses erected throughout the State. There
have been some, and they are modern
buildings that I think we can be proud of
architecturally, and the conveniences for
the public are excellent. That is the main
thing in the regulations. There are one
or two other points which have been dis-
cussed before, namely the necessity for
registered operators and - safe biograph
boxes. This House in the past has dealt
with that side of it very freely and very
understandingly. I think the idea behind
the Chief Secretary’s Department, which
received its advice from the architectural
branch of the Public Works Department
and which controls these bylaws, has been
to avoid any risk from fire.

It seems to me, however, that at the
moment it is very inopportune to force
people to make structural alterations to
buildings that over the years have served
their purpose exceedingly well and where
there has been no instance of which I
am aware of any outbreak of fire. As
I go through the regulations and explain
my view, I hope the Chamber will agree
that it is not opportune at the present
time to insist that these regulations be
given effect to. Every bit of building
material we can get hold of is either re-
quired for housing or for amenities because
of the increased population we are carry-
ing in this State as the result of immi-
gration. I do not think we should go out
of our way to ask people in isolated areas,
such as in the country districts to make
these extensive alterations. That would
be a waste of building material which we
should conserve in every way possible for
the construction of homes.

I shall go through the regulations be-
cause members will not have had an
opportunity to know exactly what they
contain. TUnder the regulations of 1933,
provision was made that they should
apply only to new buildings. No. 3 of the
new regulations proposes—

Biograph boxes shall be ¢onsiructed
in accordance with the following speci-
fications: —

So alterations will have to be made in all
theatres that do not comply with these re-
gulations. Copies of the regulations, I may
point out, are not available at the Gov-
ernment Printing Office. I endeavoured
to get a copy, but I owe it to the courtesy
of the Chief Secretary's Department that
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I was able to get a mimeograph copy for
use here, When regulations are framed

and pgazetted, only a limited number of
people see them,

I presume the Government would say
that it is the function of a builder to
keep himself acquainted with any sltera-
tions made by the law or by regulations
under the law, but it is a very difficult
matter to wade through the “Gazettes”
and those are the only publications in
which they are printed, and a perusal of
them is the only opportunity the public
has of getting & knowledge of what is re-
quired. The man who directed my atten-
tion to this matter had paid £300 to an
architect to design a new picture palace
in the metropolitan area. When he sub-
mitted the plan for approval, it was found
that these new regulations had come into
existence and, as his design did not com-
ply with them, considerable alterations
were necessary to bring the design up to
requirements. That seems very unfair.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Was not the architect
to blame?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: He was not
aware that the regulations had been
gazetted. “Hansard” contains a lst of
the papers that are tabled, but these regu-
lations were laid on the Table only on the
final day of the last session and members,
after the all-night sitting, were probably
too tired to go through them on the fol-
lowing day.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is the duty of a mem-
ber to keep himself up to date in those
things.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That is so
but I am afraid that not many members
read the “Government Gazette” from one
end to the other. Regulations are pub-
lished in only one issue of the “Gazette”
and, if one misses them, it is just bad luck.
The new regulation No. 3 states—

Biograph boxes shall be con-
structed in accordance with the fol-
lowing specifications:—

(a) In buildings of brick, concrete,
stone or similar construction, the
biograph box walls shall be of brick,
concrete, stone or other similar ap-
proved fire-resisting material, and the
ceiling shall be of reinforced con-
crete, The floor shall be of concrete
and shall be reinforced or otherwise
supported and strengthened to the
Commissioner’s approval. The win-
dow frame and sash frame for such
box shall be of steel.

Under the old regulations, & wooden-frame
window could be used, but all those win-
dows will now have to be taken out and
steel frames substiteted. What struck me
forcibly was that, if the building is con-
structed of wood instead of brick, asbes-
tos sheeting might be used, but people
who have an asbestos ceiling to their big-
graph boxes will have to pull it down and
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substitute concrete. Anyone with a know-
ledge of building would know that if this
were done, the walls would have to be
reinforced. The floor would also have to
be pulled out and a concrete floor sub-
stituted. The flooring is generally cov-
ered with fire-proof material, and there
has not been any instance that I have
heard of where a fire has caused any dam-
age. The time is inopportune to- insist
upon alterations of this sort being made.
The regulation continues—

(b) In public buildings of timber-
Iramed construction, or constructed
of other non fire-resisting material,
the biograph box may be of timber-
framed construction, provided that the
walls and ceilings are lined internally
with asbestos sheeting of not less
than 3/16th in. in thickness. The
floor, if of wood, shall be protected
by two layers of asbestos sheeting not
less than 3/16th in. in thickness, ce-
mented together. Otherwise, the floor
shall be of concrete to the satisfac-
tion of the Commissioner of Public
Health. The window frame of such
biograph box may be of wooden con-
struction, but no other woodwork,
other than sashes and sills, is to be
exposed within the biograph box.

This shows that the department is insist-
ing upon alterations to brick buildings
and yet is prescribing quite a different
structure if the hall is built of wood.

(c) The bhiograph box shall have an
internal height of not less than 8 feet
and a floor space and horizontal sec-
tional area according to the number
of picture projecting machines ac-
commodated therein, as follows:—

No. of Minimum Minimum
Machines. Width. Depth.
1 6 ft. 8 ft.
2 12 ft. 8 1t.
3 17 it. 8 ft.

This means that of all these places, very
few comply with these requirements and
therefore will have to be reconstructed
to meet the new conditions.

An additional 3 f{. shall be added t0
the above width for every stereopticon.
For every additional projecting ma-
chine an additional 5 ft. shall be
added to the width.

The depth of the box to be meas-
ured in the direction of the screen.

This again means that most of them will
have to be reconstructed. When the re-
gulations were introduced in 1933, the de-
partment did not insist upon the build-
ings being of this standard.

{(d} Every biograph box shall be
provided with at least one exit situ-
ated towards the rear of the biograph
box away from the projecting ma-
chines and shall not open into the
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auditorium unless provision is mdide
for an entrance lobby with two doors
between the auditorium and projec-
tion room.

Nearly every one of these boxes opens on
to the auditorium and consequently al-
terations will be necessary there. I do not
propose to deal with all these matters be-
cause some are already covered by the
Act and the previous regulations. Here
is a rather interesting provision in Regu-
lation No. 4—

4. All picture theatres where three
or less picture entertainments are
conducted per week and which are not
provided with mechanical or mechani-
cally assisted ventilation, shall have
at least one external wall to the bio-
graph box, the complete outer sur-
face of which shall be in contact with
the outer atmosphere. In the ex-
ternal wall or walls, at a level not
more than 2% in. above the biograph
box fioor, a fresh air opening or open-
ings, aggregating the following net
clear area of opening shall be formed.

That is to provide for ventilation in the
box, but it will entail complete reconstruc-
tion of a box on that account. However,
as the box would have to be pulled down
for other reasons, this arrangement could
be included when the reconstruction took
place.

Such opening or openings shall be
connected by the shortest or most di-
rect course with the external atmo-
sphere by means of properly szraded
flues formed of galvanised iron or
other approved incombustible ma-
terial. The external face of each flue
shall be fitted with a shield or wind
baffies, and the internal face shall be
fitted with suitable wire mesh and an
adjustable damper.

All these things have to be done just be-
cause somebhody has suddenly found that
the ventilation is not what it ought to
be. The present ventilation in all biograph
boxes is almost as good as in any other
building. The regulations number only
seven altogether, but they are broken up
into paragraphs, each of which deals with
a different matter. We cannot disallow
just seme of the paragraphs, so I have to
ask for the disallowance of the lot. Regu-
lation 7 provides—

All picture theatres where more
than three picture entertainments are
conducted in one week shall be pro-
vided with—

(a) sufficient and separate sani-
tary accommodation for each
sex of artists and staff of the
theatre and where sewerage
or bacteriolytic treatment
system is available, a water
closet situated in close proxi-
mity to the biograph box and
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easily accessible to the bio-
graph operators. Such sani-
tary accommodation shall be
separate from that provided
for the public.

If three pictures a week are shown, addi-
tional sanitary saccommodation does not
have to he provided, but if there are four,
and there is a female assistant on the
door and a male in the bio box, there
must be two sanitary conveniences and,
in addition, another pretty close to the
bio box. In such theatres I should say the
longest period the employees would be on
service would be three hours. The girls
generally come dressed for their work and
they go straight home when they finish.
In places where pictures are held only a
few times a week, they are usually con-
ducted in the evening. The regulation con-
tinues—

(b) Washing facilities for the bio-
graph operating staff consist-
ing of a wash basin or a sink
connected to a water supply
system.

(c) Separate cloak and change
rooms for each sex of staff
‘and artists comprising not
less than 12 sq. ft. of floor
area for each person, such
floor area to be exclusive of
space occupied by lockers,
cupboards, benches, shower
recesses or other appurten-
ances. Cloak and change
rooms to be lighted and ven-
tiltated to the approval of the
Commissioner of Publie
Health.

If the normal sanitary conveniences are
at the back of the hall, then pipes have
to be run to the bio box which is generally
at the other end, and that means unneces-
sary expense. For that reason we should
not allow effect to be given to these regu-
lations. Very careful provision is made,
too, for ventilation, and I have already
read a good deal about that regulation,
but Regulation 9, paragraphs (b), (¢) and
(d), deals exclusively with ventilation be-
yond what is already provided. Regulation
10 states—

During the whole of the time that
the projector machine is in operation
the licensed operator shall be provided
with an efficient assistant operator
who will be responsible during the
temporary absence of the licensed
operator.

That is done today, so that there are al-
ways two operators in the bio box. The
regulation continues—

During the whole of the time that
the projector machines are operating
there shall not be more than three
persons in the biograph box. The
projection machines shall be con-

575

stantly attended from within the bio
box by a licensed operator during the
exhibition of fllm.

Dealing with the licensed operator, in the
latter part of last session this House dis-
allowed certain regulations because of the
type of examination provided for them.
This seems to me to be a backhand sort
of method of insisting upon what we re-
jected last session. I would point out
that in New South Wales, where there
are 10 picture theatres for every one in
Western Australia, the operators do not
have to be registered. After all, it is not
a question of examination papers, but of
practical knowledge and the care that is
given by these men, that counts. There-
fore to insist upon their being registered
or licensed, and having to pass some sort
of examination—I read the paper here last
yg?r—seems to me to be quite unreason-
able.

I agree that wherever there is a danger
of fire the greatest precautions must be
taken, but I point out that in the old days
the films were very inflammable and, of
course, many of them are still being used.
Those fillms were known as nitrate films,
and they would burn if a glowing cigarette
was placed against them; and having once
got alight they were very difficult to ex-
tinguish inasmuch as even dipping them
in water would not put them out because
they provided their own oxygen. They
could not be smothered. TUsually if they
caught alight in the box the lid was closed
and they were allowed to burn themselves
out. The new films, instead of using nit-
rate, use acetate which reduces their in-
flammability to that of paper. All 16 mm.
films used today are made of this mate-
rial, and a change from the 35 mm. is
taking place as rapidly as possible.

Here I have an advertisement showing
the methods of using these new films,
which will be adopted by the picture
people as soon as they can possibly pur-
chase them bhecause of the great reduction
in insurance on the films. I pointed out
to the House on the last occasion I raised
the question of the disallowance of such
regulations, that the responsibility did not
rest only on the people using the films.
They rent the films and the firms who
own them—those who issue the fllms to
the various operators—are very careful to
see that the machines and the bio boxes
are up to date.

Hon. H. Tuckey: They have an inspector
who sees to that.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The in-
spector goes around not less frequently
than once a year. Of course, the films
are extremely valuable. The cost of mak-
ing a film sometimes runs into many hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds. There-
fore the owners are most careful to see
that the films are protected in every way
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possible, They are particularly careful, be-
cause of the inflarmmability of the film and
the possibility of its destruction in other
ways, to see that their interests are pre-
served. Thus there is every care in that
respect and that is the reason why we
very seldom hear of a fire in a picture
theatre. However, it is a very sirange
thing that when these fires have occurred
it has generally been a licensed operator
who has had the misfortune te be in the
box. After all, any accident ¢an happen
with any person, sometimes accidents are
unavoidable and sometimes they are not.

Hon. G. Fraser: Tt is just as well that a
licensed man was in the box when the
fire started.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It might
have happened with an unlicensed man
too. I am one of those people who believe
in fatalism so I think that it would have
happened anyhow and it would not matter
who was there. It does not mean that
because a man is a licensed operator he
can prevent a fire taking place. There is
no doubt that these people are harassed
more in this State than in any other State
in Australia.

I cannot do more than point out to this
Chamber what an utter waste of material
it will be if these regulations are allowed
to stand, because at present we are con-
serving all possible material to overcome
the housing shortage and provide for other
buildings that are necessary for the ameni-
ties of the people, and the increasing
population of the State. Therefore, I hape
that the House will disallow these regula-
tions. If my motion is agreed to it will
not mean that we have not any regulations
in existence. The old regulations that
have existed since 1933—and a very good
set of regulations it is, too—will come
into force again. Architects and builders
know those regulations and find no diffi-
culty in carrying them into effect.

Hon. H. Hearn: Do you know what the
examinations will be for the licensed
operators? Will they be the same as we
rejected?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That is
50.

Hon. G. Praser: Do not be led off the
track.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That is

exactly what has happened. These
are building regulations and have
nothing to do with the operators.

The Chief Secretary's Department has Lhe
licensing of these buildings only for a spe-
cial purpose and the department uses the
Public Works Architect’s Branch for ad-
vice. The State Electricity Commission
controls the other side, so we have a sort of
dual control in regulations of this sort, I
hope that I have made myself clear enough
and have given members an intelligent
idea of these regulations. I trust that the
House will disallow them because if the)
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are disallowed it will be In the interests
of people who are waiting for building
materials. At least we can do without
regulations of this nature until we have
overcome the shortage of houses.

Hon. G. Fraser: Your only objection is
the use of materials.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: And the
additional expense.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—SOIL CONSERVATION ACT.
To Disallow Clearing Regulation.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August
an g‘le following motion by Hon. N. E.
axter:—

That Regulation No. 3 made under
the provisions of Section 22 of the
Seil Conservation Aet, 1945, as pub-
lished in the "“Government Gazette"
of the 1l4th July, 1950, and laid on
the Table of House on the 1st August,
1950, be and is hereby disallowed.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood—
Central) [6.4]: I am sorry that Mr. Baxter
is not here as I intended to ask him to
withdraw this motion because I give the
House an undertaking that this regulation
will be withdrawn and a new one framed.
There is a lot in what Mr. Baxter says and
as he is not in his seat, I would tell mem-
bers that I have no objection to the House
disallpwing the regulation because there is
something wrong with it. The people who
framed the regulation had the right in-
tentions but I must admit that I missed
the point.

The objection which Mr. Baxter has
raised is to the word “improvements.” I
think it was definitely intended, although
I will admit that it is not clear, that the
improvements would be onh the two acres
used for domestic purposes. Actually, the
regulation does not say that. It says—

improvements on any land in such
conservation district.

That is where the mistake occurs. I ap-
preciate Mr. Baxter drawing my attention
to this matter but I would remind mem-
bers that it is almost impossible to avoid
missing some of these things because there
are s0 many regulations tabled. Sir Charles
Latham mentioned last night the fact that
Ministers let these things go through. It
is impossible not to miss some of them.
The intention was perfectly clear as far
as the framers were concerned, but as
Mr. Baxter has rightly pointed out it does
leave an opening, and in the new regulation
I intend to take out the words after
“domestic use.” That will mean taking
out the words "or improvements on any
land in such conservation district.” That,
of course, will mean that the regulation
will be tougher and harder but I have no
objection to it.
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It will not
hold up the development of land, will it?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No, it applies only to
two acres of land which are to be used for
domestic purposes.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I thought it
applied to all farm land.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is how it reads now
but I do not think it was ever intended
that way. It says—

Provided that this regulation shall not
apply to the clearing of areas of two
acres or less for other than agricul-
tural or pastoral purposes.

However, I have no objection to the dis-
allowance of this regulation, which, at the
moment, is being re-drafted by the Crown
Law Department,

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.7]: It is
rather unusual that on two days running
I should raise the same objection, but I
am becoming rather worried about this
sort of thing.

Hon. A. L. Lotoen: Have a look at your
own regulations.

Hon. G. FRASER: When regulations are
gazetted I realise that there must be some
good reason for them and that they have
beenn framed by people who should know
their business. I always think seriously
before I vote for a motion for disallow-
ance. 1 take the view that when
the experts in the departments draw up
regulations, they do so for a par-
ticular purpose; either the protection of
the public, the protection of the Govern-
ment or to improve whatever may be
appertaining to the regulations. That
being so I give serious consideration and
generally give way to those who have more
experience in that particular line.

If I vote for the disallowance of a regu-
Jation I do so only after convincing argu-
ment has been put up by those who de-
sire the disallowance. Yet, for two days
running we find members moving motions
for the disallowance of regulations and
the Ministers getting up and saying that
they are going to withdraw the regula-
tions concerned. <Can anyone have any
faith in any regulation if that is going
{o be the attitude? 1 have lost all faith,
although I like to vote for those who put
up a fieght and are endeavouring to im-
prove conditions in the State. It looks as
though instead of doing things by regu-
lation, we shall have to resort to the un-
wieldy method of covering everything in
the respective Acts. I am sure nobody
wants to do that,

Hon. 8ir Charles Latham: Why not?
Hon. G. FRASER: Many Acts are hard
enough to follow now but if we included

in those measures everything we wanted to
cover, they would be unwieldy and no-one
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would understand them. The framing of
legislation, as we do it, giving certain
powers to competent bodies to draw up
regulations covering particular phases, has
always appealed to me as being the better
method. On two days running similar
motions have been moved, and now we
have a third motion seeking to disallow
certain other regulations. I do not know
how the motion will fare; I may vote for
it and I may not.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: It is a good
man who can admit a mistake.

Hon. G. FRASER: This motion may
complete the hat trick. However, my
point is that the Honorary Minister has
now undermined my confidence in the
officials of the State who draw up these
regulations. It is a bad thing when any
member reaches the stage where he loses
confidence in the people who are drawing
the salaries to do particular jobs. There-
fore, I hope the Government will give fur-
ther consideration tc that aspect of the
matter. It might be the means of making
Ministers more careful in accepting regu-
lations before those regulations are
gazetted. 1 think I can be pardoned for
taking that attitude because it appears to
me that the particular Minister in each
case must have been exceedingly lax. I
repeat that is a bad thing when a mem-
ber loses confidence in the departments
handling these matters,

The Minister for Transpori: The regu-
lations disallowed yesterday were dis-
allowed with the knowledge and consent,
and at the request, of those who originally
framed them.

Hon. G. FRASER: That makes the posi-
tion worse.

The Minister for Transport: Not at all.
They found, by actual practice, that the
regulations were not workable.

Hon. G. FRASER.: I should think they
would find those things out before putting
the regulations into force. That is the
point I am quarrelling about.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Evidently the
point they wanted was not covered.

Hon. G. FRASER: The peint I am con-
cerned with is that the regulations were
gazetted before they were fully con-
sidered. It looks to me as though we have
reached the stage where we are turning
out regulations the same as sausages.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Nonsense!

Hon. G. FRASER: It does not appear
to matter to the persons concerned
whether the regulations are QK. or not.

Hon. L. Craig: Some of them have the
same amount of meat in them as sausages.

Hon. G. FRASER: This should be a
warning to the Government and I trust
that it will give serious consideration to
the aspects I have mentioned and that the
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Ministers concerned will pay more atten-
tion to the regulations before they are
gazetted. I hope we shall not have a simi-
lar spectacle during the rest of this Par-
liament where immediately a move is made
to disallow a regulation, the Minister
agrees to a withdrawal,

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood)
[5.131: There are one or two aspects to
which I wish to reply. If a Minister, after
consultation with one of his principal
officers—

The PRESIDENT': I draw the Honorary
Minister’s attention to the fact that he
has already spoken to the motion.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Have I not the right of
reply?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: You have
already spoken. It is not your motion.

The PRESIDENT: The Honorary Min-
ister has already spoken to the motion
and therefore cannot speak again, unless
by way of a personal explanation.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eleventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [5.14]1: In
addressing myself to the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, I desire,
at the outset, to congratulate Mr. Simpson
on being elevated to Cabhinet rank. We
trust—as far as political affairs will allow
us so to do—that he will have a happy
time in the office that he holds. I, too,
desire to be associated with other mem-
bers who have already addressed them-
selves to this House, in extending & wel-
come to the new members. The contribu-
tions they have made since they came into
this House have shown at least that they
are conversant with the policy on which
they have been elected. I feel sure that
they will apply themselves to their many
tasks and serve those who sent them here.

It is a matter for regret that this, the
first session of the twentieth Parliament,
should be opened under the cloud of war.
I feel sure that each and every one of
us associated with the affairs of State,
trusts that, by some means or cother, the
present war, if I may describe it as such,
shall not he permitted to extend beyond
Korea. When we consider the situation,
we are forced to wonder whether or not
something has not gone wrong with
humanity. World War I was, people told
us at the time, a war to end war. Fol-
lowing upon the signing of the Treaty of
Versailles, the League of Nations was es-
tablished in an endeavour to police the
nations of the world and to settle inter-
national difficulties without recourse to
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war. Unfortunately, by 1939, that move
was shown to have fajled, and eventually
there developed the second World War.

Since the later hostilities ceased, an-
other body, known as the United Nations
Organisation, to which the democracies of
the world have subscribed, was inaugurated
with the object of devising ways and means
whereby differences between nations could
be settled diplomatically, without resort-
ing to hostilities. The trend today in the
international sphere is not, however, what
we would desire. To me, the present state
of affairs appears awful. It is ghastly
to think that by 1950 the conditions
throughout the democratic world are such
as to compel the United Kingdom, which
10 years before had stood alone in the
fight for democracy, to spend, in the in-
terests of self-preservation, one-eighth of
the national income for defence purposes.
We trust that ways and means will be
evolved so that the hostilities in Korea
will not be extended beyond the present
limits. I trust that a peaceful solution
will, before long, be found of the problems
involved.

In perusing the Speech of His Excel-
lency the Governor, which he delivered
in this Chamber on the opening day of the
current session, I notice that there are a
few matters to which I would like to
allude. First of all, there is the reference
to provision that is being made for the
rehabilitation of the State railways. We
all realise the necessity for a system of
transport such as the Government rail-
ways being brought up to a reasonable
standard of efficiency. I realise that the
railways represent the principal means by
which the development of the State has
been accomplished, and that it represents
the main artery for commerce in Western
Australia. Due to the effects of war, the
system was allowed to drift into a condi-
tion that was not in the best interests of
those associated with it or of the people
generally. The present Government is
endeavouring, as did its predecessors in
office, to procure new rollingstock. New
locomotives were purchased by the Labor
Government. They are known as the
Garratt type, and were responsible for a
certain industrial upheaval in the Rail-
way Department. Now the present Gov-
ermment has purchased 35 *'PM” loco-
motives which, in turn, are not considered
suitable, the reason being, I understand,
that they are not permitted to be attached
to passenger trains because of the high
speed necessary which, in turn, has a
detrimental effect on the permanent way
over which the locomotives run.

When we have our experts in engine
construction sent to England to supervise
the building of the locomotives on order,
there is something wrong somewhere when,
after those engines are imported, they are
found to be unsuitable for the purposes
for which they are required. I trust that
the Minister for Transport, under whose
ministerial control the railways come, will
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take it upon himself to advise the House
what it is proposed to do to make those
engines suitable for use in connection with
passenger trains. I understand it is also
proposed to purchase another 60 “W”
class engines which, I believe, are of the
low-wheel type suitable for the haulage of
goods. Whatever the purpose may be for
which the engines are being procured, I
trust they will be found more suitable than
has been our experience hitherto with im-
ported rollingstock, and that they will not
cause inconvenience to the department and
the travelling public.

There is also some proposition respecting
the introduction of certain diesel engines.
I believe that form of transport is essen-
tial in certain districts, particularly on
couniry spur lines that are non-paying
propositions. By using diesel coaches over
those sections, I believe it will be possible
to run faster trains and provide cheaper
service. In my opinion, something similar
is necessary on the suburban lines in the
metropolitan area. The present method
in that branch is for one loecomotive to
haul a set of coaches over the system from
Fremantle right through to Bellevue and
to Armadale. In many instances, the
coaches are not used to full carrying
capacity, and it seems a waste of money
and engine power to haul heavy trains
through the metropolitan area during the
daytime. I consider it would be better if,
during the off-peak period at any rate,
diesel electric ears were run over the
suburban lines more frequently, with stops
between stations. With the introduction
of the new system of issuing tickets, 1
feel sure such a service in the metro-
politan area would be found much more
convenient than the present arrangement.

Hon. G. Bennetts:
trying it out.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: There is another
point. It seems to me that the adminis-
tration of the railways is sometimes not
as heneficial to the public as it should be.
I have in mind the fact that the depart-
ment does not go after a certain volume
of traffic fo which it is entitled. Those
associated with business interests at Fre-
mantle deprecate the fact that, when
passenger ships arrive at the port, people
are met and taken direct to the metro-
politan area. From ,the local point of
view, they think that passengers arriving
there should at least have an opportunity
of seeing Fremanfle first. We would all
agree with that, but unfortunately the
Metro Bus Company usually has a number
of buses stationed in Edward-street
alongside the overhead bridge, which is
immediately opposite “G"” and “H" sheds,
where the passenger ships tie up. People
walk across the bridge and travel to Perth
direet by the buses.

In view of the fact that the railway lines
run right along Victoria Quay, I think the
depariment should provide trains direct

It would be worth
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from the ship's side to the metropolitan
area, by which means it could secure &
certain amount of revenue that is at pre-
sent diverted to another means of trans-
port. This matter should receive ‘con-
sideration because a large amount of the
taxpayers’ money is invested in the Gov-
ernment railways which, over the years
have assisted in developing the State. Un-
fortunately, due to the effect of war condi-
tions and the shortage of rollingstock and
locomotives, the department has not been
able to cater for the trafic offering. In
this instance, I see no reason why the
passenger traffic from the ships, with the
exercise of a little business acumen, should
not be retained by the department.

Turning now to harbour extensions, I
have no intention of setting myself up as
one capable of criticising the scheme sub-
mitted by Colonel Tydeman. That scheme
has been placed before the Government in
two sections, one referring to upriver de-
velopment and the ofher to an outer har-
bour, Without endeavouring to offer
suggestions that could be regarded in the
light of criticism, there are some poinis
we who are interested in the matter feel
we should make. Colonel Tydeman, in my
opinion, is a very eminent engineer. He
is a gentleman I hold in the highest
esteemn. I have been particularly struck
by his courtesy. It is not usual to find
in a person possessed of such knowledge
and expert capacity a willingness to get
down from his pedestal and discuss an
engineering proposition with laymen in
laymen’s lJanguage. On the few occasions
I have had the pleasure of meeting
Colonel Tydeman, he has always been
prepared to come down off his engineer-
ing pinnacle, discuss the scheme, listen
to eriticism and explain matters in langu-
age that any layman could understand.

I want it distinetly understood that I
am in no way endeavouring to set myself
up as an authority or as one competent to
criticise the scheme proposed by Colonel
Tydeman. As I say, his scheme has been
advanced in two parts, It is the demo-
cratic right of those elected in a demo-
cratic way to represent their constituents
in Parliament, to express the opinions of
people from various points of view. Some
of us are of the opinion that the outer
harbour portion of the scheme should be
the first to be put in hand. 1 am under
the impression that the 18th berths which
are available at present in the harbour and
which it is conceded are capable of deal-
ing with a 5 per cent, increase in ship-
ping, would be able to carry on the work
of the port for the next 20 years. That:
being so, there does not appear to be any
need for great hurry about putting in
hand the upriver extension of the harbour,
This is one aspect on which some
members representing Fremantle districts
disagree with the report as presented to
Parliament, and as accepted by the Gov-
ernment. ' '
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The meain point about which I wish to
say something is the fact that it becomes
necessary to remove the railway bridee,
which we understand has almost reached
the limit of its usefulness and will not
be safe for any great length of time. It
is necessary that it should be rebuilt. We
feel that instead of taking the railway
bridge and the traffic bridge to Point
Brown it should be possible to replan them
50 that they will come in off North Fre-
mantle without going so far as Point
Brown. By doing that it would not be
necessary to take the proposed line across
Stirling Highway at Leighton and the
highest part of North Fremantle and
across the new high level bridee at Point
Brown to East Fremantle.

I was wondering what would have hap-
pened if the original proposal to build a
concrete-and-steel bridge had been given
effect to in the early part of the present
decade. I understand that was the pro-
position, but it was decided that the pre-
sent traffic bridge should be erected at a
cost equivalent to two years' interest on
the concrete-and-steel bridge. One won-
ders what would have happened If the
concrete-and-steel bridge had been built
to replace the one in existence. Had that
been done, would it have been the Gov-
ernment’s policy to demeolish it and build
another bridge as far upstream as Point
Brown?

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: We would have been
committed to an outer harbour scheme.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I think that is so.
If this bridge is to be removed to Point
Brown it will mean the resumption of
quite a lot of private property, not only
at North Fremantle but also on the Fre-
mantle side of the river. It has been said
that the provision of an up-river scheme
would be less costly than an outer har-
bour, but that has not always been con-
ceded. I do not know that it is possible
to ascertain the cost because no-one knows
the actual amount of private property that
would have to be resumed; and until we
are aware of that, we cannot tell what the
cost of resumption would be. It was
pointed out by Mr. Fraser, when he was
speaking in the debate on the Supply Bill,
that quite a lot of improvements were
being made in North Fremantle, such as
the installation of sewerage and gas. Aga.in.
only recently, in reply to a question I
asked in this House, we were informed
that, in connection with an improvement
of the water supply in Fremantle, a large
main was to be brought down from Swan-
bourne.

Hon. G. Fraser: Why Swanbourne?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I dc¢ not know.
But if that is done it will have to cross
the river. 1 have been told that it will
be laid in 1952, but I feel sure that the new
bridge will not be built by then and I am
therefore endeavouring to ascertain actu-
ally where that line will cross the river.

[COUNCIL.]

If these various projects cross the river
on the existing bridges, will the pipe lines,
which will be a charge on the community,
be installed and then be regarded as waste
after the new bridges have been built?
I think 2 start should be made on the
outer harbour and the railway bridge re-
planned and rebuill so that it would not,
to any ereat extent, affect the highest part
of North Fremantle.

Ther¢ is another aspect. I understood,
when I listened to a lecture by Mr. Tyde-
man, that it is within engineering possi-
bility for the harbour to be extended right
up to Perth. I feel that we should try to
protect the interests of posterity. If we
allow an extension of the harbour up-river
to Point Brown, there is no certainty that
at some future date it will not be decided
to take the harbour further up the river.
I believe that the high parts of the Swan
River, and also the ocean, are a heritage
of the people; and 1 deprecate the fact
that industries such as the State Engin-
eering Works, the superphosphate works
and the sugar works have been allowed to
establish themselves on the elevated part
of North Premantle, with river and ocean
views. To my mind those particular sites
are a heritage of the people and should
have been retained for the people.

What would have happened if we had
not had men of strong character in office
in the early days of the State? I appre-
ciate their statesmanship and their cour-
age in retaining for the benefit of the
people Mt. Eliza, now known as King's
Park. Quite a lot of pressure must have
been exerted in various quarters to have
that part of the river alienated, but the
people to whom I have referred looked far
enough ahead to prevent that particular
spot from being utilised by private inter-
ests. If the extension of the harbour is
permitted to proceed up-river, then within
the next decade or the next guarter of a
century somebody will decide that it shall
be taken further still towards Perth.

The Swan River is a heritage of which
we are proud and we should not allow it
to be used as a harbour, particularly in
view of the fact that it is possible, accord-
ing to the report of Mr. Tydeman, to con-
struct an outer harbour. The existing
facilities are said to be capable of dealing
with a 5 per cent. increase in shipping,
which has been the average for the past
20 years. In the meantime a start could
be made with the outer harbour project
and the bridges would not have to be re-
moved for the time being, with the excep-
tion of the railway bridge, the removal of
which is absolutely necessary. When [
first came into this House I asked whether
Mr. Tydeman had been authorised to in-
quire into the proviston of & dock at Pre-
mantle and, if not, whether he would be
asked to do so. The reply was that he
had not been but that he would be asked.
I am very pleased to know that he has
done some extensive research into this
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question of docks and has made a fine
contribution to the subject in his report,
which is a guide to the Government and
anybody else interested in the question.

There is only one point about which I
am a little concerned. I quite agree with
Mr. Tydeman that it will be necessary
to provide a pgood deal of finance to
establish such a dock and also to maintain
it if it should be built in Fremantle. Mr.
Tydeman has suggested that not much
shipping coming intc Fremantle would
require to use the dock; but if such a dock
were built in the Fremantle harbour he
considers it should be a graving dock and
not a floating dock. He has given the
dimensions of the ships that trade in this
port and of the dock that would be neces-
sary to accommaodate them and points out
that it would not he a payable proposi-
tion. I find that I have to agree with him.
On the other hand, I feel that the pro-
vision of a dock at Fremantle is a national
question and one that should be pursued
by this Government in collaboration with
the Commonwealth Government. Ways
and means should be found to establish
such a dock on the western coast of this
continent.

On inquiry I have ascertained that the
nearest docks to Fremantle are at Batavia
and Sourabaya, which are 1,800 miles
away; Melbourne, 1,900 miles; Singapore
and Sydney, 2,500 miles; and Brisbane,
2,900 miles. They are the nearest docks to
the western coast of this continent and I
consider that the western side of Australia
is as important as the eastern. There are
docks at Melhourne, Sydney and Brishane;
and although I am not in a position to
know, I think I am safe in saying that
the Commonwealth Government made
available some of the finance needed for
the establishment of those docks. It is
necessary in the interests of the western
portion of the continent to build a dock
here. That might lead fto a section
of the Australian fleet being stationed
in the vicinity of Fremantle, which, in
view of the present trend of world affairs,
would be a very wise move. In addition,
the dock would be available to sueh pri-
vate ships as desired to make use of it.
With the aid of a subsidy from the Com-
monwealth Government it should be pos-
sible to establish such a dock. I do not
know that the matter should be looked at
entirely from the point of view of pounds,
shillings and pence. Mr. Tydeman has not
definitely recommended that the Govern-
ment should make provision for a dock,
but he has pointed out the financial
aspect, and I trust the Government will
take the matier up with the Common-
wealth authorities to see whether some-
thing cannot be done in that regard.

The Governor's Speech also contains
reference to the North-West. On page 7
appears the following-—-

581

As the development of the North-
West is essentially a national prob-
lem, an approach has been made to
the Commonwealth Government for
special provision for the North-West
in any national developmental scheme.

I agree with that; and in view of the fact
that the Grants Commission has also re-
cently made an inspection of that part of
the State, I feel it is time the State Gov-
ernment sought financial assistance from
the Commonwealth for the development of
the North-West. I sat back in my seat
the other night to listen to Mr. Hearn
when he said he intended to say some-
thing about the North-West, but the only
two points I could gather from his speech
were that he desired to fire & political gun
at the previous State Government for not
having done something for the North-
West; and that he wished to give away
to the Commonwealth all that part of the
country north of the 26th parallel or the
Tropic of Capricorn. 1, for one, do not
agree with that.

I feel that we are not fully aware of
the potentialities of our North-West, which
I consider is going to be of great benefit
to this State in the future. I frust, there-
fore, that the Government will do every-
thing possible to induce the Common-
wealth to make avajlable as much finance
as it can for the development of that
part of our State. Mr, Hearn also said
that the 26th parallel is the boundary be-

- tween South Australia and the Northern

Territory. It is now 40 years since the
Northern Territory was transferred to the
Commonwealth, and T have yet to learn
that that Government has done anything
much to develop that part of our country
except in the vicinity of Darwin, where
some development was necessary for de-
fence purposes. If the northern part of
Western Australia was transferred to the
Commonwealth I do not think there would
he any greater activity there, on the part
of the Commonwealth Government, than
there has been in the Northern Territory
during the last 40 years.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They wiped out a lot of taxation in the
Northern Territory.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Qur North-West is
a mnational problem and, although Mr.
Hearn desired to fire a political gun at the
previous Government, it is admitted that
the State, with its taxing rights, had not
the finance necessary to develop the North-
West. Western Australia has an area of
975,900 odd square miles and a population
of just over 500,000, It is therefore not
possible for a State of this size, with its
meagre population, to provide the money
necessary to develop the North-West. The
Commonwealth Government is the source
from which the finance should come and
I hope the Government of this State will
do everything possible to get the Common-
wealth 10 make available finance for this
national work of development..
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I will deal now with the housing prob-
lem, which directly affects the welfare of
our people. In the course of his Speech
His Excellency mentioned that it is the
intention of the Government to make pro-
vision for 5000 new houses in 1950. I
trust it will be able to provide those houses,
because up to date I am wholly dissatis-
fied with the housing position, particularly
as it affects the West Province. Although
8 number of houses have been built in
that area, there are at present about 160
people seeking accommodation in the flats
at Melville Park East, Vale Park, the
Leighton camp or the Woodman's Point
camp. Those people are unable to obtain
accommodation in flats at the recon-
structed camps because there are no houses
being built to accommeodate the present
occupants of the flats.

The system adopted by the State Housing
Commission is to put people into flats in
the Fremantle district and gradually trans-
fer them to houses as they are built. I do
not know whether that policy exists in
regard to other parts of the State, butb
the difficulty is that until more houses
are constructed, it is not possible to trans-
fer the present occupants of the flats to
homes of their own, and hence there are
no vacancies occurring in the flats. I am
extremely dissatisfied with the position in
regard to small unit homes. It comes
vividly to my mind that during the 1947
election campaign members of the present
Government, while on the hustings, said
that if returned as a Government they

would build houses fer smeall unit families.

For the whole State 252 such homes
have been built. There are three at Bays-
water, two at Bassendean, 57 at Belmont,
one &t Carlisle, 30 at Claremont, six at
Hilton Park, 44 at Manning Estate, nine
at Midland Junction, 74 at South Perth
and six at White Gum Valley. Hilton
Park and White Gum Valley are in the
West Province, and in that area only 12
such houses have been built since the pre-
sent Government came into office in 1547.
In common with many other members, 1
am interviewed by many pe_ople with small
unit families who are trying to get ac-
commeodation, but I am told by the Hous-
ing Commission that no houses are being
built for them. If it is possible to build
a large number of small unit homes in
other parts of the metropolitan area,
surely the West Province, where there Is
a large amount of industry, is entitled to
a fair proportion! I am entirely dissatis-
fied with the efforts of the Housing Com-
mission so far in the West Province, which
has a population of about 45,000 people.

Hon. G. Bennetts: There are 30,000
people on the goldfields and we have not
one such house.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I do not think the
West Province has had a fair deal in this
regard, and I ask the Govermp_ent to do
something to improve the position as so
many people in my electorate are unable
to find accommoedation of any sort. There

[COUNCIL.)

are families of two and three units living
on verandahs and in rough camps and they
gre unable to get any proper accommoda-
ion.

Hon. G. Fraser: Some of them cannot
even get tents.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: They are lucky if
they can get tents. Fremantle and the
surrounding districts are endeavouring to
encourage the establishment of industries
in those areas. A large number of indus-
tries have already been established in and
around Fremantle and it is necessary that
more accommadation should be provided
t0 house the workers. I have mentioned
that only 12 small unit homes have been
erected in the West Province and, of that
number, very few have been allotted to
local people. The State Electricity Com-
mission contends that its employees are
essential workers, and they are brought to
the Fremantle district and put into small
unit homes. I am quite content to see
them coming to Fremantle, but I do not
think they should receive preference over
peaple already in that distriet, in regard
to housing, as many such peoble are en-
gaged in essential work on the wharves or
in the railways.

I took up this question with the Minis-
ter for Railways and asked could he do
something to help find accommodation at
Fremantle for some of the railway staff
who work shifts. His reply was that it
was & matter for the State Housing Com-
mission to attend to. I do not think his
reply was reasonable and I ask him now
whether he will take this matter up and
endeavour to have accommodation pro-
vided for railway workers and others in
essential industries in that area. Recently
the Government decided to issue permits
for houses up to 124 squares. Quite a
number of people were under the impres-
sion that they would then be able to get
homes within a short space of time.

During my recent election campsign
I pointed out to the electors of the
West Province that, although they
would be able to obtain permits for houses
up to 124 squares after the Ist July, they
would still have to wait many months for
their homes. Although such permits have
been issued people are unable to obtain
material with which to build. There ap-
peared in “The West Australian” of the
31st August last, under the heading of
“Kalgoorlie Housing” the following:—

While at Kalgoorlie, Mr. Wild in-
spected a prototype two-bedroom house
of timnber and asbestos with a com-
bined dining-room and lounge.

Further down the report continues—

The shortage of flooring boards was
brought to the notice of Mr. Wild.
He advised any local contractor ex-
periencing  difficulty in obtaining
housing supplies to get in touch with
the Commission’s liaison officer. Mr.
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Wild sald that an instruction had been
issued to supervisors of State housing
jobs in country districts to forward a
report each Monday morning, particu-
larly in relation to shortages of
materials.

Whilst contractors are generally able to
obtain supplies, a number of people who
have received permits for 124 square
houses are unable to obtain any building
materials at all. They come to members
asking for help and, when we in turn ap-
proach the State Housing Commission, we
are told that these people have been given
the highest priority and have been granted
permits and must now fend for themselves.
That is not fair. The person who is will-
ing to build a self-help house is assisting
to improve the housing position gener-
ally, without taking much out of thelabour
pool, and he should be able to secure sup-
plies of material. In many cases such
men have to¢ wait for up to six or eight
months for their building supplies.

I noticed in the Press recently some
caustic remarks by the Honorary Minister
for Housing with regard to certain people
who are supposed to supply building ma-
terials. I applaud the courage of the
Honorary Minister in speaking his mind
in that way. I believe that one of the
reasons for the shortage of timber at the
present time is that too much is being ex-
ported from this State. We should look
after our own people before sending any
great amount of timber out of Western
Australia.

Hon. H. K. Watson: We should look
after the self-help home builders in pre-
ference to using all the available material
in the building of rental homes.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: There may be a
point in what the hon. member says.
Nevertheless, housing is a national gques-
tion and the State must build houses if
many of our people are ever to have
homes of their own. Unfortunately, what is
being done now should have heen done
between 1919 and 1938%. That is when
houses should have been bullt, but nothing
was done—

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Not in all those
years?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Not under the
Commonwealth-State rental scheme. There
are 140 families living in the flats at Hil-
ton Park. Although they are very grate-
ful to accept that accommodation at the
moment, the conditions under which they
are forced to live and the fact that some
of them seem to have lost hope of ever
getting homes of their own, lead me to
think that the Government will have a
social problem on its hands within the
next few years—a problem the magnitude
of which it will be impossible to measure
in pounds, shillings and pence. It was
originally agreed that those camps should
be converted into flats for a five-year
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perlod, That term has expired and it
wil be necessary for the flats to be used
for another five years.

When & large number of people are
herded together in community living,
under what border on slum conditions, we
ﬂqd that the status to which we hoped to
raise them is being lowered. The Goverh-
ment will have to take cognisance of
what is happening there, or else the
generation that is hbeing reared under
such conditions will not be able to
take its proper place among the -citi-
zens of the State. The Governmeng
should do everything possible to se-
cure the erection of more houses in
order that we might discontinue using
these flats for residential purposes.

At Melville camp there is a problem which
is pretty acute at the moment and has been
so for some considerable time. I do not
know whether members are aware of it,
but it relates to the system of providing
electric light in that camp through a
master meter. Some of the camps are
divided into four and five flats and the
total amount of electric light used during
the month is divided equally between the
people occupying the flats in the camp. To
give members an idea of what those
charges are I will quote a list of them for

the months of May and June. The list
is as follows:—
May. June.
Flat. £ s d. £ s d
65 ... 1 3 1 113 9
68 ... i7 4 1 5 4
67 .. 17 4 1 5 4
124 ... 110 6 116 0
127 110 ¢ 110 10
129 1 0 0 110 0
135 1 0 0 110 0
118 110 10 2 010
118 118 6 211 1
122 119 11 2 411
106 1 3 4 113 ¢

It will be generally agreed that those
charges are absolutely exorbitant. I do
not know that anybody living in a four-
roomed house would use that amount of
current.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Who sells the elec-
tricity to them?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: It is sold by the
Fremantle Tramways Board through the
State Housing Commission and registered
by a master meter. Of course, the
State Housing Commission is not alto-
gether to blame for the excessive charges
because the people who live in the fiats
are not quite fair to each other. Some
have electrical appliances which others
have not, but they all pay an equal share
of the total amount of electricity as
registered by the master meter. It has
been suggested that it is the intention of
the Public Works Department to rewire
all of the flats and to provide each of
them with a separate meter. That sug-
gestion was made sometime ago and I
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would therefore ask the Government to
see that these flats are rewired at an early
date so that the occupants of them will
be relieved of the excessive payments for
electricity which, of course, must be recog-
nised as exorbitant.

I wish to mention one point about the
Fremantle Hospital. I realise that hos-
pitalisation throughout the State is an
important question and one which the
Government will have to give attention
to for some considerable time in the future,
Unfortunately, in Premantle the position
is that, by necessity, a new hospital must
be built there before very long. We have
been informed by the State Health Council
that it will probably be seven years hefore
that hospital is built. In the meantime
there does not seem to be any plans and
specifications or blue print available to
guide the hospital authorities in what
they have to do. It is known that
certain additions will have to be made
from time to time and I think it
is only right and proper that plans and
blue prints should be prepared and made
available, at least to the hospital authori-
ties, so that they may know whether it
is the Government's intention to rebuild
the hospital on its present site or {o erect
it on some other location.

Several opinions have been expressed but
one to which I subseribe is that the pre-
sent site is the most suitable, provided
that the building known as the old Base
Flats—previously the old Base Hospital—
were removed and also that the posi-
tion of the two schools, the one facing
Alma-street and the other facing South-
terrace were shifted. This would mean that
all the land in that area could be used for
hospital grounds and the space will be ade-
quate for the needs of future years. Ii is
anticipated that a large hospital would
be necessary in view of the rapid expansion
of the population and I think that some-
thing should be done to advise the people
who control the Fremantle Hospital at
present as to what is the Gove_rnment’s
intention relating to new hospital con-
struction.

It must be borne in mind, of course, that
the hospital will need 500 beds in order
to provide space for the admission of col-
oured seamen who are sent to it from the
ships entering Fremanile harbour. A
separate ward should be provldgd for
these seamen, and it 1is particularly
necessary, irom a sanitation point of view,
that not only a separate ward, but also
separate lavatory facilities should be pro-
vided for these men, At present, the aver-
age bed occupancy is 170.68 and there are
66 beds on verandahs, so it can be easily
realised that the hospital accommodation
i not what it ocught to be. I am there-
fore quite certain that the Government
will take it upon itself to advise the hos-
pital authorities whether the site of the
Old Base Flats is to be the location of a
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new hospital and at least to make avail-
able blue prints or plans as to what is to
be the intended future of that hospital.

Education is a question that comes very
forcibly before the people at present due
to the fact that we are not getting suffi-
cient recruits into the teaching profession
because the salaries offered are not a suf-
ficient inducement., In fact, commercial
and Dbusiness undertakings are hold-
ing out much greater inducements.
Young people who would be likely recruits
to the teaching profession are therefore
lost to it, and I think the Government
should give more attention to this aspect
of the matter. It has already tackled the
problem from one angle, but I believe that
this is a question that must be given
earnest consideratfon because, in the next
few years, there will not be sufficient
students leaving the Teachers' College to
replace the natural retirements.

As to the Hillon Park School I am
rather astounded that it will be ad-
mitting scholars up to the second stan-
dard only. I feel that in a growing district
such as that, a school should be built to
provide more classes. I have asked gues-
tions in this House from time to time as
to whether it is proposed fo make addi-
tions to the school and I have been in-
formed that they will be made if neces-
sary. I feel it would be far beiter to
add a few more classrooms to the school
now than to have to turn scholars away
from it because of its being too small when
declared open.

‘Hon. G. Fraser: There are a lot of chil-
dren in that district.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: That is the new
housing area and one which, of course,
will have a large child population in the
future, and as it is only reasonable to
expect the provision of a school which
would cater for standards much higher
than the second standard, I hope the Gov-
ernment will take steps to remedy the
position.

Hon. G. Fraser: What school would the
children have to attend after reaching
the second standard?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: They would have
to go either to the White Gum Valley
School or the Beaconsfield School.

Hon. G. Fraser: Which would be the
nearer?

Hon. E. M, DAVIES: The White Gum
Valley School.

Hon. A. L. Loton: What did you say
the number was attending that school?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I did not mention
any number, but it has reached its full
capacity now. With the transient housing
in South-street quite a2 few scholars will
come from there and as the Hilton Park
School has a full complement it can be
fully realised that something will have to
be done to extend it.
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We have heard quite a lot about price
control recently and I feel that each a.nd
every one of us is concerned about the in-
flationary spiral that is taking place, but
it does not appear that anybedy is able
to do anything about it.

Notwithstanding the number of pro-
‘mises that were made during the refer-
endum campaign and the last State elec-
tions that the State would control prices,
and also the promises recently made dur-
ing the Federal elections that the shillings
would roll back into the Liberal pound of
1939, it now appears that those shillings
are like Old Man River; they are still
rolling, and as a rolling stone gathers no
moss the position does not seem to im-
prove. I feel that the Government should
attempt to do something in the matter.
Notwithstanding the difficulties that pre-
sent themselves, we find that the recent
record wool prices are going to affect the
cost of clothing and 'blankets and, of
course, the price of wheat also has a great
effect on the prices which people have to
pay for the necessities of life.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Not here;
there is a fixed price.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Not here, but
wheat and wool are sold oversea at high
prices.

Hon. G. Fraser: Meat has a fixed price,
too.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: And you are
paying more than the fixed price for your
meat.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: The Government
should give some attention to this prob-
lem. Promises have been made that the
Government can control prices and it is
therefore up to it to fulfil those promises.

Hon. L. Craig: What do you suggest
should be done?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I am not the Gov-
ernment and it is the Government's obli-
gation to fulfil the promises made. It
should not make such promises if it does
not intend to fulfil them bhecause the
people will not swallow them all the time.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Do you want us to control wages?®

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I feel that these
statements are made knowing full well
that the price of wool has a tendency to
spiral upwards. The effect of the ex-
change rate also has some hearing on the
matter and yet we have these promises
being made that the State Government
and the Commonwealth Government can
do this and can do that. It is up to those
Governments to show what can be done
because if prices go much higher I do not
know what is going to happen. If prices
rise the basic wage rises with them.

Hon. G. Fraser: Not with them, after
them.
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Especially if
the workers ask for £10 a week basic wage.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: They will want more
than that if c¢osts go much higher. The
Government should give consideration to
the problem because it made promises that
it would control prices but yet we find
that prices are continually soaring.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: The next subject
I want to speak about is fthat of
Argentine ant control. Members will be
aware of the fact that it is necessary to
take certain measures to control the
Argentine ant pest, particularly in the
coastal areas. That, of course, is essentizl
because it is possible by the transportation
of goods to {ransfer the pest to the coun-
try districts. Certain measures of contirol
have been undertaken by the Public Health
Department inh conjunction with local
authorities. A large amount of money,
ir some cases, has had to be expended in
an effort to stamp out the pest.

Arrangements made with the Public
Health Department and the local authori-
ties provide for the necessary supplies of
D.D.T. to be made available by the Gov-
ernment together with vehicles and pump-
ing equipment and certain labour. It be-
came necessary for the local authority to
expend certain sums of money, and this
obligation having arisen in the middle of
the municipal year, the amount involved
was not budgeted for. Therefere in many
instances it had a detrimental effect on
the finanecial position of several of the
local authorities. As far as Fremantle
was concerned the debhit balance was
£446 16s. 4d., which did not include the
salaries of health inspectors amounting to
£224 odd.

Since then new regulations have been
gazetted, which place the responsibility for
the control of Argentine ants on the
local authority, which, on submitting a
draft of the estimates of cost to the Public
Health Department, may be subsidised by
the department. This is another item of
expenditure foisted on the local authority.
If always appears to me that anything
appertaining te revenue is claimed by the
Government but any expenditure when-
ever possible is added as a burden on the
local authorities., I am dealing with the
facts as they apply to the City of Fre-
mantle and, of course, proportionately, it
would also concern many of the other
local authorities, large or small, depending
on their population and rateable values.

As far as Premantle is concerned, the
municipal area is 3,800 acres. At present
the maximum health rate is 9d. and the
present rate is 84{d. in the £. The maxi-
mumn for the sanitary rate is 6d. but the
charge is 44d. There is not a great mar-
gin before the council will reach its maxi-
mum rating. I wish to place before the
Chamber the actual area of land from
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which the local authority can claim rates
and will produce the figures. So far as the
Commonwealth Government is concerned
the navy, the military and Government
offices account for 90 acres, which is 24
per cent. of the total area. The State
_Govermnent., for various purposes, includ-
ing departmental offices, has an area of
271 acres, and the State Housing Com-
mission 341 acres, making a total of 612
acres, or 174 per cent. of the whole area.

Under the heading of “municipal” we
find that section accounts for 30 acres;
roads, streets, etc., 456 acres, reserves and
recreation 360 acres, commonage 885 acres,
making a total of 1,731 acres or 45} per
cent. of the whole area. Private owner-
ship accounts for 1,367 acres or 343 per
cent. of the whole area of 3,800 acres. I
referred to the State Housing Commission
occupying 341 acres. Eventually rates will
have to be paid on the houses built upon
that area, and I do not wish to be unfair
in that regard.

The whole point is that if the local
authority is to be held responsible for the
eradication of the Argentine ant it will
be necessary for the expenditure to be
met. Under regulations recently gazetted
by the Public Health Department, local
authorities are obliged to bear the cost of
eradication in all public places, the depart-
ment supplying only the insecticide and
the pumping plant. The estimated cost
will be £1,000, made up of wages of three
men £870, hire of truck for cartage of
rubbish and spray £130. That estithate
does not include the salary of the health
inspector. I have already stated that the
health rate is at present 8}d. with a maxi-
mum of 9d. and the sanitary rate 4}d. with
a maximum of 6d. It will be realised that
the suggested expenditure will necessitate
an increase in the rates up to the maxi-
mum that can be levied. I understand
the idea of the department is to make
certain refunds to local authorities.

This is a question which affects the
whole State, and it is the opinion of the
local sauthorities that the Government
should bear the full cost of the eradica-
tion of the pest. We know a vermin tax
is collected in certain areas of the Stale,
though not so mueh in residential parts,
nor from Crown land. 1 feel that the
sum of £1,000 15 & large burden for Fre-
mantle to carry: indeed, it is too much.
The Minister should make every possible
endeavour to see that the charge is met
otherwise.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Why not apply the vermin rate to all
lands?

Hon. G. Fraser: Ask the Government to
carry out the recommendation of the
Royal Commission.

Eon. E. M. DAVIES: There is another
question of vital importance to the people,
namely, the necessity for cultural and edu-
cational development in the community.
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Ways and means of prometing that
development are provided by the estab-
lishment of free lending libraries. I take
this opportunity to compliment the Gov-
ernment upon having established a small
scheme in country districts. However, to
cover that project an advance of £1,000
was made available—it was a mere baga-
telle—to local authorities on a basis of
£ for £ subsidy up to £50. That is a good
start, but I appeal to the Government to
see whether it is not possible to extend
the scheme still further and to take in the
larger areas of settlement in the metro-
politan districts.

Fremantle has already a free lending
library. The bhasis of calculation is worked
out at 2s. per head of the population, which
is regarded as a fair margin for the supply
of the necessary books, labour, etc. In
some cases the cost rises to 3s, 8d. per
head of the population in the large cities.
of the Eastern States. Free lending libraries
have been recognised as part and parcel
of the administration of local authorities
in the United Kingdom over a period of
100 years. America has a magnificent
public library service, which in the United
States is controlled by local authorities.
New Zealand has also adopted the same
sort of scheme based oh a suhbsidy from
the Government.

Tasmania has introduced a scheme, and
in New South Wales only recently 70
municipal libraries came into being as the
result of the Library Act, which was passed
in 1939 and applied in 1945. Queensland
has an arrangement for subsidising such
libraries. I feel that with a view to making
it possible to improve the cultural and
educational development of the community
generally, the Government would be wise
to make provision in the Estimates for
subsidising local authorities that are pre-
pared to bring into being free municipal
Jending libraries.

There is another matter that is interest-
ing the people of Fremantle. I refer to a
native who has lived within the conflnes
of the district practically all his life, He
was reared by white people and brought
up irom boyhood under white civilisation
conditions. He claims today to be 65.
During his life he has worked and paid
the necessary taxes. At present he cannot
draw any old age pension because the
Pensions Act does not provide for such
payments to aborigines. I understand he
receives some benefit from the Department
of Natjves Affairs in the form of stores.
It is an indictment against our white
civilisation that such people who have been
reared under such conditions should be
thrown on to the scrap heap without re-
ceiving any assistance. He and his spouse
have camped in various parts of the com-
monage. From time to time they have
had to move because parts of the ares
have been cleared for housing. He finds
the position very diffienlt. If something
is not done to alleviate the conditions
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under which these people are trying to
live, they may lapse into crime through
no fault of their own. The Government
should do something to make financial
arrangements whereby some aid can be
given to aborigines so situated. Of course.
this should be done under control, but
such people should be enabled to spend the
?ve?ing of their lives in reasonahble com-
ort.

HON, H. L. ROCHE (South) (7.451:
Before speaking in support of the motion,
I should like to extend my congratulations
to the new members who were successful
at the recent elections. Particularly do 1
wish to congratulate Mr. Thomson and
Mr. Baxter, who have taken the seats pre-
viously occupied by their fathers. They
are fortunate in having, at their age, an
opportunity of reaching this stage in
public life, Maybe they are somewhat
handicapped in view of the very high
standards set by their fathers, but if they
are able to maintain those standards, I
am sure jt will be a satisfaction {o them-
selves and they will be a credit to the
House.

At the outset I desire to deal with the
‘water supply position of the State gener-
ally and the necessity that will be forced
upon us before many years have passed
for a re-orientation of thinking by those
charged with the responsibility of con-
trolling water supplies. Having regard to
the conditions prevailing in the areas I
represent, it is urgent to press by every
means possible for the completion of the
comprehensive water scheme, I feel some
concern that there should be an idea that
this scheme will represent the beginning
and the end of the problem. I quite
heartily concur in the sentiments expressed
by Mr. Craig that in view of the limita-
tions of our potable water supplies, we
must conserve all the water possible where
it falls. We are not in the fortunate
position of many of the older countries
or some of the Eastern States in the
matter of supplies of potable water, and
it would be suicidal not to take the long
view, perhaps for 60 years ahead, of what
may happen if we continue to permit the
rainfall in areas having an average of 18
to 28 inches to run to waste,

On the Great Southern particularly,
but not alone there, we have sufficient
catchments for the conservation of a con-
siderable quantity of water, but there
seems to be reluctance to consider that
aspect very serlously. Admittedly, some
of the supplies, in themselves, are inade-
quate, but I think our approach to the
matter should be that these local supplies
are valuable and that the comprehensive
scheme, or any scheme that might be
instituted, should be supplemental, so that
there will not be complete reliance on the
comprehensive scheme for supplying the
water needs of various distriets.
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Lately I had an opportunity to read
the report of an address delivered by the
chairman of the Perth Division of the In-
stitute of Engineers of Australia, Mr. F.
M. Kenworthy. an officer of the Govern-
ment Water Supply Department. I com-
mend that address to the consideration of
members, because Mr. Kenworthy appears
to be very well informed of the position, as
is natural, that being part of his job, and
seems to take a long view and is highly
appreciative of the serlous position in
which this State could be placed. He
pointed out that, in the next 60 years,
with a population of a million people in
the metropolitan area, we shall have
reached the limit of the economical sup-
ply of water to that area, and that de-
velopment must be planned with a view
to assisting decentralisation if the State
is to carry anything like the population
it should. Areas in the South-West give
some scope, but throughout his address he
stressed that water was going to be a de-
ciding factor in the populating of this
State. I do not intend to guote exten-
sively from his address, but there is a brief
passage I should like to read to empha-
sise that point. He said—

It is my opinion that a policy of de-
centralisation away from Perth is in
the best interests of over-all develop-
ment, and is indeed necessitated by the
limitations of the supplies of water,

While we cannot claim to have the
knowledge Mr. Kenworthy possesses, it has
been apparent to some of us for a consid-
erable time that more attention needs to
be paid to conserving the water in local
supplies, as well as installing comprehen-
sive or major schemes to supplement those
supplies, if the future of the State is not
to be prejudiced by an inadequacy of
supply.

In support of my statement that those
responsible did not seem prepared to
tackle the problem from this angle, I had
in mind what occurred recently at Kab-
anning. There the loeal supply is admit-
tedly inadequate, and has been for some
time, largely on account of inahility to
fili the existing reservoir. Representa-
tions have been made for additional sur-
face bitumtinising, but so far no progress
has been made. It has not been possible
to convince those responsible of the neces-
sity, and the only reason I have heard
advanced is thaf, as the comprehensive
scheme will be there in about five years,
the additional expense of bituminising
would not be justified. To bituminise an-
other 60 acres of catchment area should
not occupy more than 12 months, so that
within the next three or four years, con-
siderably more water could be stored in
that reservoir., Again I emphasise the
point that more of the rainfall-—it is about
18 inches—would be conserved locally and
thus reduce the demand ultimately to be
made orn the comprehensive scheme.
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There is another matter to which the
department might give a little thought.
In areas where water has to be brought
from afar to furnish the requisite sup-
plies, people erecting new buildings, or
even those with established buildings
should, through the local authority, be
compelled to provide a certain amount of
water storage of their own. At the moment,
the supply of rainwater tanks is short,
though somewhat easier than it was;
nevertheless, it is still difficult. I know
of one local authority that insists upon
the owners of buildings storing water in
this way. I understand there is some
doubt as to whether it has legal power
to insist, but so far it has not been ques-
tioned. The department might consider
this point and, if there is any doubt as
to the legality of that action, authority
could be given for a local governing hody
to insist, as soon as material is availahle,
upon the owners of buildings providing one
or two water tanks—anything up to 3,000
or 4,000 gallons—so that the demands on
thedcomprehensive scheme might be light-
ened.

At the moment there is a growing de-
mand for public water supplies. There
may be some question as to the extent to
which we in this State should permit our
available supplies to be used for irriga-
tion purposes, but I think little doubt
exists that irrigation will be extended and,
maybe, considerably extended. The de-
mand for irrigation in the South-West
is going to need a lot of water. Then
there are certain areas not included in
the comprehensive scheme—I refer more
particularly to Pingrup, Kulin and Lake
Grace—where, in parts, it is not possible
to provide catchments owing to the exist-
ing water level and the salt encroachment.
It is impossible to get reservoirs to con-
serve sufficient water to meet local needs,
and the water will have to be conveyed
there by one of the major schemes. Al-
though it has not been proposed that such
districts should be included, I think we
shall have to face the possibility of their
being included and so provided with this
essential of life—an adequate supply of
water. ‘

Then we shall have the growing needs
of the city which, _in common with the
whole of the State, seems to be approach-
ing an era of considerable industrial de-
velopment. The demand for water is going
to grow, and I think this justifies us in
asking the Government to put in hand a
hydrographic survey of the potable waters
of the State. I believe that some sort of
a survey has been made, but has not been
carried out as thoroughly as a survey of
that nature warrants, bhaving regard to
our dependence on water.

I want to deal now with another
subject that may be somewhat con-
troversial, although I trust that if we
have to consider legislation in re-
spect of it before the session closes, we
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shall ke able to do so without becoming
lost in a fog of discussion. 1 refer to the
matter of the native or half-caste popu-
lation. The question affects the whole
State, more or less, but I make it clear
that I do not profess to have any know-
ledge of conditions in the North-West
where s0 many of these people present a
problem. I do say, however, that in the
Great Southern and certain portions of
the South-West the half-caste and native
problem is becoming an urgent and tre-
mendous one.

An extremely acute social problem is
developing there with the increasing num-
hers of these people. Unless we can in-
stitute a policy to accelerate their assimi-
lation into the population of the State,
within a few generations, Western Austra-
lia will have & hig problem on its hands,
and I could feel happy to think I will not
be here to try to deal with it as it will
be insoluble by then. It seems to me that
in the first approach to this matter we
must recognise that the adolescent or adult
native has the form or shape of a man,
but the mentality of a wayward child. It
is not his fault, as the natives were a
backward and almost degenerate race in
their original state. They have not been
able to stand up against our white civilisa-
tion, but have drifted into a mode of life
which suits their mental makeup, and we,
as a people, have to deal with them.

One of the worst enemies of the half-
caste, from my own observations and ex-
perience, is the sloppy sentimentalist who
is only too ready to weep on his shoulders
and bemoan the fact that the unfortun-
ate native has had the country taken from
him. I would not like to convey the im-
pression that I see no possibility of good
in the native, and I would not like it
to be thought that it is any suggestion
of mine that he should bhe treated harshly
or unkindly, but I do say that unless the
native, for two or three generations, is
disciplined and controlled, we shall never
deal adegquately with this problem. We
have no hope of doing anything with those
who have reached adolescence under exist-
ing conditions. There are odd ones, of
course, who promise to be tolerable citi-
zens, but the great majority are utterly
hopeless.

If we are to deal adequately with the
future we have to look to the children.
I am informed by some of our education-
ists—and we can accept this as correct—
that the average native child up to the
sixth standard can compete successfully
with the white child, but from then on,
the majority of them, owing perhaps to
early maturity, their breed, or family as-
sociation, deteriorate scholastically. To
deal with the subject we have to arrive
at some means of keeping the adults with-
in a certain area where the children can
continuously attend school. Unfertunately
there is at present no control. Most of
these people will stay a few weeks or
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‘months in a particular place and then go
perhaps 20, 30 or 40 miles into the bush,
and then move on to another area or re-
turn to the original one. During that
time there is no possibility of teaching the
children hygiene or civil responsibility.
As s result, when they leave school, they
become as shiftless and thriftless as their
older brothers and parents. To me their
deterioration seems to date from about the
time when, without meaking any effort to
demonstrate to these people the need for
some show of responsibility on their part
we, with a developing social conscience,
decided to pay them child endowment.
Since that time, in many of these families,
no one has worked.

Hon. G. Fraser: That happened before
child endowment.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Up to that time,
they had to do some work, but today they
lead an idle life. I can assure any hon.
member who might doubt me on the mat-
ter that he could not tomorrow get a
native or a half-caste to drove sheep along
a road at £3 a day-—which is reasonably
good pay for a not over-onerous job. That
is the last rate that I know of. I was in-
formed only the other day by a gentle-
man interested in the stock business, and
who does a good deal of this sort of work,
that he has not been able to get one for
two years. This might be an extreme
case, but I know of one instance where
child endowment is drawn for 16 child-
ren. The living conditions and stahdards
of these people are such that they do not
spend much for aectual living expenses ex-
cept, perhaps, on an occasional bottle of
wine, so that they manage reasonably
well.

We come to this point, that it is at
least a three-generation job that lies
ahead of us. We have first of all to de-
vise means—and I think it could be done
through child endowment, or some such
method—whereby native families could
say in which district they would be
prepared to remain. Reasonable accom-
modation should be provided for them,
and if they left or did not measure up to
tolerable standards in regard to hygiene
and sending their children to school, then
the endowment could be withheld from
them.

Hon. G. Praser: You would have a hard
job to stop them going walkabout.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: The half-caste
would not worry about going walkabout.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: That is so. The
half-caste that we speak of is little more
than a quarter-caste in many instances
and he has not much of the real native
instinet, but if he grows up shiftless and
thriftless he goes away hunting for a while,
and that sort of thing. He does not go
walkabout, as we understand it with the
real bush native.
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Hon. H. C. Strickland: Some of them
have a house.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Some have, but
others do not seem to have any ambition
to own a house. We must bring in some
method of control.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: They will not
stay fixed unless they have somewhere to
stay.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: That is so, and
when we provide them with such a place
we must see that they stay fixed. From
what I can see of the native he would not
remain in one place, even if he were given
a palace to live in, unless he was controlled.
We come back to that point every time.
I would like to see control of child endow-
ment made through our Native Affairs
Department, and a definite policy adopted
to keep these people in the one locality
until we can get their children to the
sixth standard at least. By that time they
would gain some idea of hygiene and their
responsibilities as citizens, If we could get
one generation up to that standard we
would have the prospect of getting the fol-
lowing generation a little further ahead.
I have no doubt that, if we could do that,
then within the three generations I have
referred to, a great number of these people
would turn out worthwhile citizens. It is
of no use thinking we can do it overnight
or just by weeping on the half-caste’s
shoulder and being sorry for him. We
have to take the long view, which entails
disciplining those who have already
reached man’s estate.

Hon., G. Bennetts: The Church of Christ
Mission at Norseman does something in
that regard.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Possibly we can’
learn something from them in regard to
farm schools and native farms as they
apply in South Australia. 1 do not know
the position there, so I am nof able
to comment on it. But from my know-
ledge and experience of these people,
whether it be done as I suggest or not,
the basis of the matter is control of the
present parents with a view to working
for the future generations and bringing
the children up with some idea of citizen-
ship and to gain something more in the
way of scholastic knowledge than the aver-
age child is getting today. I was interested
the other evening to hear Dr. Hislop's
comments on the liguor trade which is
reaching such a stage that it is necessary
for some consideration to be given to its
development.

I am not averse to ligquor, and never
have been, and whilst this may bring
criticism upon me from certain quarters,
I say that I am not averse to a consider-
able increase in the number of licensed
premises. In fact, it seems to me that we
are inclined to make a mistake in the
other direction, and that with a restric-
tion on the number of licensed premises
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we are placing {oo hig a premium on those
in existence. Some country towns have
only one hotel, which can do as it likes.
‘To me there seems to be with hotelkeepers
a tendency more and more to cater for
the bar trade, and to let the rest of the
functions, by way of providing accommo-
dation, to be dealt with perfunctorily. 1
cannot believe that there are insuperable
difficulties in the way of reducing the al-
coholic content of the liguor in Western
Australia. It seems exiraordinary to me
although I have been able to take my
liquor reasonably well since I was—

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Say since you
were 21,

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Yes, I will say 21,
because I would hate people to think I
had broken the law before that age. It
amazes me to see the hold that liquor
seems to have today in the community. One
can go almost anywhere and nothing can
be done without an adeguate supply of
liguor. If can he seen at all social events,
at danees, and everywhere else. I am most
concerned about the position at country
dances. There are little country centres
where there is usually only an old school
house or a small hall and when these
country centres hold dances they are con-
fronted with a problem. A lot of lads
come out from the nearest towns, prob-
ably with a five or 10 gallon keg, or a
case of heer. There is no way of stopping
the practise. However, I am given to
understand that under & wartime emer-
gency regulation there was prohibition
against consuming liguor within so many
yards of a place of entertainment.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It was half
‘a mile,

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I did not think it
was as far as that. However, that regula-
tion has lapsed and the police are power-
less, provided there is nothing outwardly
objectionable, to restrict the consumption
of liguor at these places. Time and again
we see chaps who get a bit more than is
good for them—it might be at halls in
country centres 15 or 20 miles from the
nearest town—and free fights develop.
Even in the towns in the country the same
thing happens. I suppose it holds good
in the metropolitan area too, but metro-
politan members would know more ahbout
that position than I do. For many people
today a dance is nothing more than a good
booze up. I doubt whether we could re-
strict drinking but surely it should be
possible to reduce the alcoholic content
and thereby reduce the effects of drinking.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: How would you do
that with spirits?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I do not know how
that could be done but I think I would
be right in saying that only a small amount
of spirits is consumed as compared with
beer at the functions I am speaking of.
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Hon. G. Fraser: You would rather see
them put canaries instead of boxing gloves
in the beer.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I think ecanaries
would be indigestible, too. The Licensing
Court, as at present constituted, seems
to he very active and is trying to do
something to maintain reasonable condi-
tions. However, I cannot help wonder-
ing whether its powers are insufficient
or whether the court is faced with a set
of circumstances wherein it is unable to
achieve very much. I feel that the trend
towards a monopoly in the supply of beer
in Western Australin is not in the hest
interests of the community and there are
circumstances that could intrude that
would not be altogether desirable. How
the Licensing Court can correct matters
without fresh legislation, or amendments
to the present legislation I am not in a
position to say. As Dr. Hislop suggested,
it is a problem to which we must give
serious thought.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do you not think
it is a problem largely for parental con-
frol and not so¢ much for legislation?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Perhaps 30 years
ago it would have been possible to do some-
thing but it seems to me it would not
achieve much today because in a large
section of the community many parents
seem to adopt the attitude that the
adolescent should be allowed, in these
things, to do more or less as he likes.
There does not seem to be that parental
control today. Personally, I doubt whether
that is an improvement but then again I
may be a little old fashioned in my view-
point and one hesitates to be dogmatic in
that respect. If we have to rely on parental
control for some correction of the present
conditions, then we will not achieve it. We
will finish up by going from had to worse.
This position is developing into a serious
social problem.

Hon. E. M. Heenan:
legislation could correct it.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I think that our
legislation could do with a review. Let us
review the whole question. Not much has
been attempted in recent years and it
would not be fair to lay all the blame on
those who framed the original legislation
because these developments have only
taken place in the last five to 10 years.
I do not believe in too much restriction on
the supply of liquor. As I said before, I
think we could do with more hotels and
1 would not like to see any restriction in
hours. Qur present hours are much bet-
ter from the point of view of drunkenness
and over-indulgence than the hours we
had during wartime. Although this may
have nothing to do with the particular
social problem, I think the State Govern-
ment would be well advised to get rid
of its interests in hotels. I think the State
would make much more out of it by selling
the hotels and investing the money, or
saving the Government from borrowing
that sum of money.

And you think’
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Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: You would get
far more by leasing them.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: If they were leased
the Government would certainly get a lot
more but they would not be run as effi-
ciently and I am afraid that the State,
as a landlord, is always looked upon as
fair game, I would sooner see the Gov-
ernment sell the hotels and then the in-
terest return received would compensate
for the amount of profit being made today.

Hon. H. C. Sirickland: The brewery
would be the owner in the long run. The
brewery is buying them all.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: At the moment we
have considerable animation in respect of
land development and settlement. Natur-
ally, I would not like to see anything done
or contemplated which would slow down
our land development plans which have
in view further production in Western
Australia. We have many difficulties to-
day with our public works programmes
and other governmental efforts. They are
restricted because of the need for plant,
difficulties with labour and the heavy com-
mitments on Government plant and man-
power. Therefore, I think we would be
better advised if greater efforts were made
to develop much of the country which
today is undeveloped but is occupied by
people who want to be farmers.

I do not want to leave the impression
that I am averse to land settlement
schemes. However, from a practical point
of view, under existing social and work-
ing conditions, if we were successful in
developing 400 or 500 new farms tomorrow,
and even at the cost originally suggested,
we would not be in a position to find
enough of the right people to oceupy them.
In the heavier rainfall districts—and I
have in mind that area of country which
has an adequate rainfall, but is not{ so
heavily timbered as the extreme South-
West, and stretches from west of Beverley,
through to west of Mount Barker and west
of the Great Southern railway, east of the
Darling Ranges—this is an area, almast a
new province, and less than one-third of it
cleared. That means that there is less
than one-third of this area which is de-
veloped in the sense that it is preducing
something.

We have reached the stage where we
require big plant for this sort of thing.
We cannot get men to take on clearing
contracts at any price. I know of cases
where men have had opportunities to
make £3 a day but they have walked out.
Therefore, we must do that work in a
big way with hig plant and teams of men
that we can get together. The average
farmer is not in a position to afford that
expenditure because it would cost him
somewhere between £10,000 and £15,000,
He would also require a mechanic and
probably a dozen men to assist with driv-
ing the plant, the chores, the burning up
and various other jobs. Whilst I have no
great enthusiasm for governmental acti-
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vity in this sort of work, I do think it
should be possible for the Government to
assist private contractors to go out into
this country and make themselves avail-
able to existing settlers who have not
been able sufficiently to develop their land.

That land has little or no value to
Western Australia until it is cleared. This
work must be done by large plant and the
average farmer canno{ afford to purchase
that plant himself, If the Government
can provide the means for contractors or
men to acquire plant and huild up
an organisation and purchase their plant
on easy terms of repayment over the next
few years, owr purpose and our future
would he hetter served. It would also be
better for us to devote our energies to
clearing land for the men who are already
there. Those people already have their
overheads, have established their homes
and, in fact, have going concerns. If
their land is cleared first it will go straight
into production without further cost to
the community.

On the other hand, if a new scheme is
put into operation the overhead, cost of
buildings and everything else would have
to be added. In order to obtain men to
start up such a scheme we would have to
scrape the bottom out of the labour barrel
and probably only half of them would
stay on their farms. The men who are
already there have an interest in their
properties. They have a knowledge of the
position and have the prospect of keeping
their own children on those properties.
They will eventually be the farmers who
will acquire new properiies as well as
continue to develop the old ones. As it
is now, sa many of the younger generation
have before them the struggles their
parents endured and an appreciation of
the more congenial life available in the
cities and towns. They see no recompense
in staying on the farms and so they are
drifting away.

We are now seeing a generation of older
people engaged in trying to maintain
their farms and altogether too many
of the younger people drifting to
the <city. At the moment wool and
wheat offer appreciable profits—wool
more than wheat, As a matter of faet,
wheatgrowing is not so very profitable as
nome people imagine. I have in mind
however, some of the smaller farming pro-
positions in the area we are trying to de-
velop under new schemes, particularly
where the dairy industry is concerned.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Those are the people
we should help.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: We see them bat-
tling on areas with 50 or 60 acres of clear-
ing, and it is for them just a mere sub-
sistence. There is nothing particular on
the holdings to interest the younger gen-
eration, and they are not prone to remain
to assist thelr parents. If those farmers
were in a position to have 200 acres of
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clearing on their holdings, the community
would derive immesasurable benefit from
the point of view of increased production.

The State would also benefit by making
the conditions sufficiently attractive for
the younger generation to remain there. I
would like the Government to give a little
more encouragement to that phase of our
activities, even if to some extent new
settlement projects had to wait a while.
If the Minister deals with this phase in
his reply, I suppose he will say the Gov-
ernment is already doing so. However, it
is dealing with only a part of the problem,
and much more could be done,

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
What you are saying I advocated three
years ago.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Is the Honorary
Minister telling me that he is no{ in
agreement with his Government?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Do not draw me out.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: 1 know the Hon-
orary Minister’s opinions only too well.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I wish I knew
them.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I do not want the
Honorary Minister to misunderstand me.
Dealing next with our road policy, par-
ticularly as it affects the main road
system of the State, I presume that other
members, like myself, are much concerned
about the situation. The other night Mr.
Logan made a statement that other mem-
bers can confirm. He said that the Main
Roads Department was bituminising only
100 miles of road per annum, If tha{ rate
is kept up, it will take 100 years before
our major roads are sealed.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: We shall have
to start all over again before that.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Yes, long before
that. We shall have to go back to where
we started, Take the position regarding
Albany-road. If one were to drive blind-
folded, one could tell exactly when the
Wagin turn-off was reached. From that
point northwards trucks are carting wheat
and super. out, and the road will not
stand up to it much longer. We are in
the unfortunate position with regard to the
rehabilitation of the railway system that
not any egreat advance has been made
since pre-war days.

Hon, G, Fraser: They would not believe
me when I said that.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Well, I am hoping!
Certainly the rehabilitation of the rail-
ways has not made the progress that we
could wish. Before it does make any
material progress to the extent that it
can cope with the freight loads offering,
I am afraid we shall not have any roads
left. Although I do not know of them,
some efforts may have been made at main-
tenance. I certainly have seen some cul-
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verts that have been repaired, but I have
noticed no topdressing with hitumen
carried out on the roads for years. I
know that some was done during the war
period, but there has been nhone since.

The roads were not constructed to deal
with the heavy traffic that traverses them
these days., I know that neither the Gov-
ernment nor the department itself can be
expected to correct the position overnight.
More consideration should be given
to the heavy loads that are conveyed
aover them at present, possibly by limiting
the speeds at which the trucks may
travel. In England heavy-duty trucks
have been limited to a speed of 15 or 20
miles, and in that country the roads were
constructed infinitely better than ours
have been, Here it is nothing to see trucks
carrying 20 tons of super. attaining a speed
on level stretches or down slopes of from
40 to 456 miles an hour. The results are
apparent, It will be no time before the
roads are completely cut up, and I cer-
tainly think the Government should give
some consideration to decentralising our
roadwork. Where local authorities are
able to undertake any of it, they should
be allowed to do so.

Better still, the Government might
adopt the broader view and endeavour to
induce contractors to engage in such-like
operations. If they were offered 1,000 or
2,000 miles of road construction or bitu-
men surfacing, contractors with the neces-
sary plant available or the wherewithal
to obtain such plant should be allowed to
get on with the work. I know there would
be a howl of criticism if that were done
and contractors were allowed to make a
profit out of it, but any profit so made
would be more than repaid to the com-
munity as a whole. At the present rate
of progress, in two or three years' time
the road position will be hopeless. There
must be people who would be prepared
to undertake the work, if not in Australia
then in the United Kingdom or America.
A move along that direction would mean
that our road system would benefit con-
siderably. If profits were made out of
the work, the State would be the gainer.

Hon. G. Bennetts: At Kalgoorlie there
is a contractor who would be prepared
to do work of that sort.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: He should be al-
lowed to do so. I believe that if the Gov-
ernment were to give consideration to
doing what I suggest, it would be bene-
ficial to the State. There is so much work
for the technical men of the department
to carry on with and to keep the plant
and labour available fully occupied. Most
decidedly I think serious consideration
should be given to Anding other ways and
means of getting the work done, if we
are to have roads left before the railways
are rehabilitated. Otherwise we may finish
up with neither railways nor roads.
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There are a few other topics that I
could deal with but I shall not delay the
House any longer. I have dealt with a
few matters that are exercising my mind
at the moment, but as to whether any-
thing can be done about them remains
to be seen. That no immediate answer
may be found I can well understand.
However, I urge that some consideration
be given to the points I have raised. I
conclude by expressing my support of the
motion.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South-East)
[8.42]: I desire to add my congratulations
to the newly-elected members, two of
whom, I note, are not present this even-
ing. I know they will prove to be worthy
successors {o their fathers who were mem-
bhers of this Chamber for so many years.
I desire also to extend my congratulations
to Mr. Strickland. I feel certain that he
will prove a distinct asset to this House
and will admirably serve the interests of
the North-West which he represents. Hav-
ing read his maiden speech on the Address-
in-reply, I appreciate that he has an
intimate knowledge of the requirements
of that part of the State.

I do not propose to delay the House long
because at this stage of the debate the
tendency is for members to reiterate what
others have already stated, particularly
concerning matters that affect their re-
spective provinces. It is necessary to do
that because repetition may have the effect
of impressing various points upon the
Minister respecting the reguirements of
the districts members represent, so that
he may convey their views to his col-
leagues in Cahinet. There are only one
or two matters with which I shall deal.
First of all, I want to touch upon the min-
ing industry and will refer to one or two
phases affecting it both from the employ-
ment point of view and that of the general
progress of mining. I refer not only to
the managerial side, but also to that of
those who are actively engaged in mining
operations.

One of the most acute problems is that
associated with the shortage of labour.
I impress upon the Minister the fact that
the serious shortage of both labour and
material has hampered greatly the mining
tndustry during, and since, the war. A
scheme is in operation at present for the
introduction of migrants into the industry,
and many of them have been employed
there. Some of the companies have under-
taken the provision of houses for the men.
A proposition was advanced by the Lake
View and Star Company with the object
of taking over the Boulder racecourse and
converting it into a camp for migrants,
just as it was used during the war years
for the accommodation of thousands of
men attached to the Air Porce. Naturally
the migrants will not be content to remain
in such a camp and in due course will
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require homes. If that is not attended
to, they will not be content to stay in a
mining town.

‘This is a problem to which the Housing
Commission will have to give greater con-
sideration than it has in the past. I say
that in all sincerity because if anything
were to happen to the industry, not only
Western Australia but the whole of the
Commonwealth would suffer in conse-
quence, seeing that it is the greatest dollar-
earning activity at this juncture. The
majority of the migrants are young men
and it is only natural that they will wish
to get married. This will mean that they
will reguire houses, and if they c¢annot
get the necessary accommodation they will
go elsewhere—transfer to the metro-
politan area or some more closely settled
district. In that case, their services will
not be so profitable to the country as they
are now in the mining industry. While
on the subject of housing, I ¢laim that
help should be generously extended to
those who have shown that they are cap-
able of helping themselves.

On the Eastern Goldfields, the finger of
scornn cannot be pointed at the residents.
Several building projects are under way
there, mainly sponsored by local governing
bodies. Already about 100 houses have
been constructed by the local authorities
and by members of the 28th Battalion
Association, which has erected some 28
houses as the result of the purchase of
materials from old goldmining centres
such as Wiluna and other outback places.
However, the housing problem is still acute.
On the fields today there are many married
men whose wives and families have to
live in the metropolitan area or in the
country districts. The time is certain to
arrive when such men will drift from
the mining areas unless homes are found
for them.

I hope that the Minister for Transport
will convey to the Minister for Housing
the serious position existing at the present.
I am talking not of Kalgoorlie and Boulder
alone, but of other goldmining towns such
as Norseman and Southern Cross and a
town which is coming into prominence at
present—namely, Bullfinch. The Western
Mining Corporation has extended its ac-
tivities in all these distriets, and I think
that is a good omen for the industry pro-
vided we can secure the lahour and
materials to keep it going. With regard
to the railways, as far as the Goldfields
are concerned, there has been a marked
improvement in passenger traffic. I think
this may be due to the fact that some
35 engines were ordered for passenger ser-
vice; and though they were not able to be
used for that purpose, they were employed
on sgoods traffic and the better en-
gines used on the goods trains were re-
turned to passenger traffic. The result
is that in recent months the Kalgoorlie
Express has ocecasionally run on time, and
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has rarely been anything from two to eight
hours late as was frequently the case 12
months ago.

On numerous occasions I have been
asked to draw the Minister’s attention to
what I myself, and the majority of people
on the Goldfields, consider to be the dis-
advantage occasioned by the discontinu-
ance of the Tuesday night express from
Kalgoorlie to Perth and from Perth to
Kalgoorlie. This action caused consider-
able inconvenience to business people, has
diverted a good deal of traffic and will
have had the tendency to divert it for
all time from the railways to other modes
of transport such as motor cars and aero-
planes, etc. People will become accustomed
to using these other forms of transport
and their patronage will be lost to the
railways for all time, It will be a short-
sighted policy if consideration is not given
:o _the reinstatement of those express
rains,

For the past few months one of the
matiers which has caused grave concern
to the people on the Goldfields has been
the shortage of meat. I do not propose
to discuss the position at any length, but
thousands of parcels of meat have heen
arriving weekly in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
during the last few months since the shops
have been closed. The shops are open
now with a limited supply of frozen meat,
but parcels of meat are still being sent up
from Perth. However, the weather is be-
coming warmer and the heat in the vans
is not conducive to the meat keeping, par-
ticularly when it has to remain therein
for some 12 to 18 hours and, prior to
being transported, may have been several
hours in the goods shed. In the circum-
stances, I suggest that until the meat posi-
tion eases consideration be given to having
a refrigeration van placed on the Kal-
goorlie Express at least once or twice a
week, for the convenience of people who
have small parcels of meat sent to them.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculfure:
What about the meat the Government has
made available? Are you noi going to say
anything about that?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I have not the
faintest idea of what is being done. If I
knew the position I might not ask the
Government 10 install a refrigeration van.
I am not doing it for the pleasure of hav-
ing the Government install such a wvan.
I have no idea when the position will he
relieved; but no alleviation seems to be
likely in the immediate future, and there-
fore I suggest that consideration be given
fo installing this van at least once a week.
Many people have refrigerators of their
own and are able to keep the meat in
them, but lots of others have not refriger-
ators and consequently they have to cook
the meat almost immediately they obtain
it.

Meat, of course, is part of the staple
diet of men engaged in an industry as
arduous as goldmining, and I think
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that consideration should be given to
affording every assistance to people on the
Goldfields who have supplies of fresh meat
sent to them. Another matter which
affects the people in my provinece—and
this may sound strange so far as the Gold-
flelds are concerned—is the scarcity of
shipping at the port of Esperance. If there
were 8 proper and regular service from
the Eastern States to Esperance that port
would serve somewhere in the vieinity of
35,000 people living on the Goldfields.

I suggest that efforts be made to ensure
that there is a regular monthly shipping
service from the Eastern States to Esper-
ance for the convenience of the people I
have mentioned. There are all facilities
necessary for unloading vessels at Esper-
ance and, if necessary, for loading them,
too, though I doubt that there would be
much loading done at present. There are
facilities for these operations both during
the day or at night; and if such a service
could be established; it would be a deflnite
saving to the people using the commodities
so transported, because the distance from
the Eastern States to Esperance is shorter
than from the Eastern States to Fremantle
and there would be a lower freight charge.
It is a shorter distance between Esper-
ance and Kalgoorlie than between Perth
and Kalgoorlie—a difference of about 150
miles. If goods were transported via Esper-
ance to Norseman there would be a sav-
ing of 500 miles. The shipping of goods
from the Eastern States to Esperance is
a matter that should receive the serious
consideration of the Government.

Hon. G. Bennetts: What about giving
us the "Kybra'" back?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I have heard so
much about that, that I was going to
leave it alone. I did not intend to speak
@bout shipping from Fremantle to Es-
perance, but I suggest that the Govern-
ment should give consideration to that
matter. I do not think fthere would be
any necessity to take a ship from the
North-West run; but could be made avail-
able, even if one had t{o be purchased.
Not only would it serve the purpose of
carrying goods from Fremantle (o Esper-
ance, but it would be useful to the tourist
traffic as well, Esperance is not only an
ideal summer, but also an ideal winter
holiday resort. There are not many sea-
side resorts that are ideal for holidays in
the winter, but in spite of the difficulties
that people have to face down there, it is
hard during the winter months to secure
accommodation in Esperance. I feel cer-
tain that it would become even more
popular if there were a more regular ship-
ping service from Fremantle.

Hon, G. Fraser: They would be using
more local geoods then, too.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: Yes, probahbly
more local goods would be used if there
were a shipping service between Fremantle
and Esperance,
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. The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Could you suggest where the Government
could obtain a ship for thai service?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: No, I am not a
member of the Government.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is what they pay
you for!

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: The establishment
of such a service might also be an induce-
ment to private enterprise or even to the
Government to establish a plant at Esper-
ance for the manufacture of super. There
are many hundreds of thousands of tons
of pyrites available at the Iron King mine
at Norseman that could be used for con-
version into sulphuric acid for use in the
manufacture of super. That has to be
partly treated in Norseman and then con-
veyed to the Bassendean works, a dis-
tance of 500 miles; whereas if a plant
were established at Esperance, it would
have to be transported only 120 or 130
miles and could probably bhe shipped from
Esperance {0 Albany and distributed from
Albany to the greater part of the South-
West area. The establishment of such a
plant would not only be of benefit to Es-
perarice but would also result in a saving of
freight for the farmers in the whole of
the southern portion of Western Australia.

While I am speaking about Esperance, I
should like to suggest that the Govern-
ment consider giving some assistance
to oil companies in the placing of
a petrol installation at that port. Es-
perance serves a large percentage of
Western Australia’s population in cater-
ing for the Goldfields areas, and petral
is one of the most expensive commodities
used on the Goldfields. It is 1s. a gallon
dearer there than in the metropolitan
area, and at Esperance I think it is about
1s. 3d. or 1s. 4d. a gallon dearer. The
Lake View and Star Gold Mining Co. gave
this maiter -considerable thought, and
eventually installed its own oil tank at
Esperance because it appreciated the sav-
ing in freight that would result from hav-
ing a tanker c¢all at Esperance instead of
the company having to cart petrol from
Fremantle to Boulder. That tank has
been in existence for a good many vears
and proves what an advantage an instal-
lation would be to the general public using
motorcars on the Goldfields,

There are some people to whom the
payment of an extra 1s. a gallon for petrol
does not make much difference, but there
are many on the Goldflelds who depend
on the use of petrol in their businesses.
There are carriers and taxi-drivers who
would be able to give a better service at
reduced rates to people on the Goldfields
if they were able to obtain their petrol
at a cheaper price. It is a far different
proposition to hire a taxi on the Gold-
fields from hiring one in the metropoli-
tan area. Reverting to the necessity for
a shipping service for Esperance, I would
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point out that many of the shortages
experienced on the Goldfields wowld be
?_v;re%ome if such a service were estab-
ished.

Only recently we were confronted with
a shortage of powdered milk and, what is
more serious, of baby foods. Lactogen,
which is one of the most vital foods for
children, from infancy to 12 months of
age, was absolutely unprocurable. That
may be a reflection on the companies who
are handling the produet, but it is impera-
tive that kiddies should have this food.
I suggest to the Government that, in the
event of another shortage occurring, a
subsidy by way of reduced freights by
air might be granted for the transport
of the limited amount that is required
on the Goldfields. A lot has been sald
about price control and I do not intend
to deal with that subject except to
say that I think a more serious view
should be taken of this matter in the
larger centres. At times inspections are
made by inspectors of the Prices Branch,
but in the large centres permanent in-
spectors should be appointed. I do not
think that they would have to launch
many prosecutions, but their presence
would act as a deterrent to those who
imagine they can flout the law. There is
no doubt that the prices regulations are
evaded; but if we had inspectors in Kal-
goorlie and some of the larger areas in
the country, would-be offenders would
think twice bhefore committing breaches,
knowing that they could he reported on
the spot.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You had better not tell that to the master
butchers in Kealgoorlie.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: They know my
views on the matter. The subject of edu-
cation has been dealt with by other
speakers. It is one that is causing grave
concern on the Goldfields, chiefly because
schools and individual classrooms are very
overcrowded. There are schools at which
outbuildings have been converted to ac-
commodate students, and in the majority
of instances the classes are far larger
than they should be. I consider that supply
teachers should he engaged. It is no use
saying they are not available, because they
are. If use were made of their services,
some of the classes could be halved. The
hospitals are in a somewhat similar posi-
tion. That at Kalgoorlie is reasonably
well equipped, though the accommodation
is severely taxed.

But at places like Norseman and Es-
perance, particularly at Esperance, the
hospital is far too small. and considera-
tion will have to be given to remedying
the position, especially during the holiday
period when at Esperance the population
is increased by 2,000 or 3,000, and the hos-
pital has accommodation for only 11 pa-
tients. There are other hospitals which
are in a similar position. Not onty should
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consideration be given to enlarging the
hospitals, but additional equipment is also
urgently needed. Operating theatres and
X-ray equipment are required. I stress this
because in many instances in country dis-
tricts the doctors are capable of render-
ing any service necessary to patients if
only they have the equipment. I am not
referring to Kalgoorlie, because that has
one of the most up-to-date X-ray piants
in Australia; but the people of Esperance
and other districts have to go to the Royal
Perth Hospital or to private hospitals in
the metropolitan area for preliminary
examinations of this kind, and unless they
actually need treatment by a specialist,
that is an expense which Is unnecessary
and of which they should be relieved by
the provision of equipment for small
country hospitals.

With the approach of summer not only
Kalgoorlie and Boulder but also all the
districts from Mundaring to the Eastern
Goldfields are again faced with the pros-
pect of water restrictions. It is not that
water is not available from the weir, but
that the carrying capacity of the pipeline
is not sufficient. The Government will
have to give consideration either to en-
larging the present pipes or laying a dupli-
cate pipeline from the reservoirs at least
as far as Southern Cross. We of the Gold-
fields do not wish to deny water to the
farming areas, but this scheme was in-
stituted for the Goldfields and, if the posi-
tion can be relieved in the way I have
suggested, I do not think we should be
deprived of reasonable supplies of water,

A shortage of water is a great hard-
ship for people on the Goldfields—par-
ticularly for the women of that area—
and increases the sacrifices they must
make in comparison with those who live
in the metropolitan area. Messrs. Cun-
ningham and Bennetts have dealt con-
clusively with the question of vermin in
the farming areas of my electorate and I
hope some solution of the vermin problem
will be found. The grasshopper menace
was alarming in the Southern Cross and
Merredin areas last year and must un-
doubtedly be a matter of grave conctern
to those engaged in farming. The high-
way from Perth to Kalgoorlie has been
completed except for a distance of ahbout
75 miles and I trust that before the end
of this year that section also will have
heen hituminised.

The road between Coolgardie and Esper-
ance is usuelly in bad condition during
the summer months and I think the Gov-
ernment should do something to improve
it. The people of the Goldfields use that
rvoad continually from November to April
and it takes a heavy toll of their vehicles,
particularly in the case of older cars. The
road between Esperance and Ravensthorpe
was in a terrible condition. I understand
that it has been improved to some extent,
but if a decent highway were built between
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those centres there would be some incentive
for people from the metropolitan area to
go through Albany and Ravensthorpe to
Esperance and back through the Gold-
flelds. The Government should give con-
sideration to the construction of such a
highway in the near future. I realise that
the Main Roads Board is short of plant on
occasions but there are a number of
smaller road boards that are anxkious to
obtain road contracts in their own in-
terests.

I read in the Press last Thursday state-
ments attributed to a certain reverend
gentleman speaking to a conference in
London. He dealt with euthanasia, birth
control, sterilisation and abortion, Usually
when those matters are discussed in the
public Press one learns of societles or or-
ganisations formed to support such
theories. Those bodies generally desire
to have these things legalised, even in a
country like Australia. I have very
strong views on these questions and do not
think the average person would be much
impressed by the statements attributed to
this gentleman,

Euthanasia is often termed "mercy kill-
ing,” but I think that in reality it can be
termed nothing but murder. If legalised
it would simply allow unscrupulous persons
to approach unscrupulous doctors in order
to rid themselves of the responsibility
which they would otherwise have to
assume until the sufferer passed away
from natural causes. It has been said that
it would be merciful to destroy at birth
children born deformed, but the lie is given
to that by the fact that many children
born with defects of wvarious kinds have
lived fto become the leaders in many
spheres of life.

It is not for man to decide that any
child should be destroyed. The engineer
who designed the Sydney harbour bridge
was once a spastic child. If such a child
could live to become a genius no-one has
the right to decide that any infant should
be destroyed under any circumstances. If
we could draft every tman, woman and
child in Australia into our Defence Forces,
we still could not defend ourselves against
an invader. To practise birth control in a
country such as this seems to me to be
nothing but race suicide. Sterilisation as
mentioned by this reverend gentleman was
adopted by Hitler in -dealing with the
Jews, but I do not think Australians would
be anxicus to treat perverts in that way.

The Country Women’s Association in
Victoria suggested that perverts should be
segregated for life in farm colonies and
though not quite agreeing with them,
I think they may be on the right track.
There are ways in which to prevent per-
verts committing crimes or to rehabilitate
them if they have committed offences. I do
not think sterilisation is a solution of the
problem. The reverend gentleman then
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mentioned that abhorrent subject, abor-
tion, and sald that under certaln circum-
stances it would be justified. I place
abortion in the same category as cuth-
anasia.

Abortion is murder of the unborn child,
whereas euthanasia is murder at some
stage after birth. I feel that those who
support the views of the reverend gentle-
man are concerned more with their own
hardship in looking after an invalid than
with the sufferings of the person whom
they would destroy. Next this genileman
said that suicide has become more or less
accepted in soclety, but I try to be charit-
able and think that any suicide is ment-
ally unbalanced at the time of his action,
either through ill-health or business or
domestic worries. I think we should adopt
the old fashioned aititude of our fathers
towards suicide and realise that those so
inclined are either mentally unbalanced
or are cowards leaving their responsibili-
ties to others to bear. The person who
preaches such doctrines to the people is a
greater moral misfit than the physical
misfits whom he would destroy either be-
fore or after hirth.

On motion by Hon. R. M. Forrest, de-
bate adijourned.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.

Tiegislative Assembly.

Wednesday, 6th September, 1950.
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QUESTIONS.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.,
As to Housing of Cultural Sections.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Education:

{1) Is it proposed either to erect or
acquire premises In the city for the pur-
pose of properly housing the cultural spe-
cialist sections of the Education Depart-
ment, viz., visual education, music, arts
and crafts, physical education and voca-
tional guidance?

(2) If so, what stage has been reached
in this regard?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) Efforts have been made to
acquire premises for the visual education
and arts sections, but so far no suitable
premises have been found. Consideration
is being given to the erection of premises,
but no decision has yet been reached.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.,
As to Review of Tydeman Scheme.

Mr., SHEARN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1> In view of his reply to my quesnon
on the 3lst August, regarding terms of
reference for the inquiry into the Fre-
mantle harbour extension proposals, will
he give an assurance that all the matters
raised by me in a question on the 23rd
August, and also by correspondence, will
be included in the terms of reference?

(2) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) The hon. member can be
assured that all matters about which he
is concerned will be covered in the inquiry.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to State-wide Flat Rale,

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister
for Water Supply:

(1} When will he put into operation a
flat rate charge for water under Govern-
ment control in this State (except irriga-
tion), in accordance with a motion agreed
to unanimously last session in the Legis-
lative Assembly?

(2) If not immediately, why?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) As the problems concerned
have not materially altered since the hon.
member was on this side of the House, the
Government proposes to have all aspects
of the subject investigated by a commit-
tee, the appointment of which is now
being considered.



